Mapplethorpe  exhibit 
leads  to  obscenity 
indictments 

A  judge  issues  a  restraining  order  barring  the 
removal  of  photographs  by  police  officers,  but 
the  Contemporary  Arts  Center  faces  heavy 
fines  and  its  director  could  be  sent  to  prison 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  The  Queen  City’s  Con¬ 
temporary  Arts  Center  (CAC)  won  a 
restraining  order  from  a  federal  judge  April 
8  that  stopped  seizure  of  photographs  by  the 
late  Robert  Mapplethorpe  and  allowed  the 
show  to  go  on  as  scheduled  until  May  26. 

The  controversy  cast  a  spotlight  on  suc¬ 
cesses  of  homophobic,  right-wing,  anti¬ 
pornography  zealots,  as  well  as  recent 
Republican  corruption  in  Hamilton  Coun¬ 
ty,  where  Cincinnati  is  located.  The 
brouhaha,  however,  has  also  highlighted  the 
growing  power  of  gay,  lesbian,  and  pro¬ 
gressive  forces  to  bring  about  healing  in  this 
divided  Midwest  community. 

In  an  unusual  Sunday  hearing,  U.S. 
District  Court  Judge  Carl  Rubin  granted  a 
restraining  order  to  prevent  interference  by 
city  police  or  County  Sheriff  Simon  Leis. 
“You  may  not  remove  any  photographs... 
close  the  exhibit  to  the  public... (nor)  take 
any  action  which  would  be  intimidating  in 
nature  to  prevent  the  public  from  seeing  this 
exhibit,”  Rubin  ruled. 

“This  is  a  significant  victory  for  the  First 
Amendment,  for  our  client,  and  for  citizens 
of  Cincinnati,”  beamed  CAC  attorney 
Marc  Mezibov.  “The  thrust  of  [the  judge’s] 
decision  was  that  [constitutional]  rights 
would  be  violated  if  the  show  were  inter¬ 
rupted  or  any  photos  were  seized,”  he  said. 
Mezibov  has  handled  several  key  civil  liber¬ 
ties  cases  including  a  suit  against  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Cincinnati  (UC)  for  cancelling  a  gay- 
rights  course,  which  he  won. 

After  CAC  announced  plans  to  show  the 
controversial  Mapplethorpe  exhibit,  conser¬ 
vative  local  officials  said  they  considered  the 
gay  artist’s  work  “obscene”  and  threat¬ 
ened,  among  other  things,  boycotts  of  the 
museum.  CAC  responded  by  filing  suit 
against  the  city  and  county  officials  under  a 
seldom  used  Ohio  law,  which  allows  anyone 
charged  with  obscenity  to  impanel  a  jury  to 
decide  if  a  work  violates  community  stan¬ 
dards.  The  officials  challenged  the  lawsuit 
and  asked  for  an  immediate  trial.  (See  GCN, 
April  8-14,  1990.) 

Municipal  Court  Judge  Ed  Donnellon 
declined  on  April  6  to  allow  an  early  jury 
trial  to  determine  whether  the  exhibit  would 
violate  community  standards. 

But  on  April  7,  a  Hamilton  County  grand 
jury  issued  misdemeanor  indictments  for 
pandering  obscenity  and  illegal  use  of  a 
minor  in  nude-oriented  materials  after 
County  Prosecutor  Arthur  Ney  took  the 
jury  to  the  museum  that  morning.  Police 
ejected  some  400  museum  visitors  in  order 
to  videotape  the  exhibit.  “The  whole 
world’s  watching,”  angry  evicted  museum- 
goers  chanted,  “the  whole  world’s  laughing. 
Gestapo,  go  home!”  The  next  day,  Rubin 
issued  the  restraining  order. 

CAC’s  pre-emptive  suit  is  the  first  court 


case  for  the  growing  national  debate  on  art, 
funding,  and  freedom  of  expression.  The  in¬ 
dictments  may  mark  the  first  time  a  museum 
has  been  charged  with  violating  obscenity 
laws  or  made  to  yield  creative  control  to  a 
judge  and  jury. 

CAC  director  Dennis  Barrie  faces  up  to 
six  months  in  jail  and  a  $1 ,000  fine  on  each 
count,  and  CAC  itself  could  be  fined  as 
much  as  $10,000.  Ney  has  threatened  more 
charges  if  the  disputed  pictures  are  not 
removed,  but  CAC  says  “The  Perfect  Mo¬ 
ment”  exhibit  will  run  intact. 

More  than  10,000  people  over  age  18  saw 
the  display  during  the  run’s  first  three  days, 
an  unparalleled  turnout  in  CAC’s  51-year 
history.  (As  another  pre-emptive  measure  in 
anticipation  of  homophobic  backlash,  CAC 
had  agreed  to  allow  only  people  over  18  to 
view  the  exhibit.)  “This  could  be  the  best 
thing  that’s  ever  happened  to  the  arts,”  said 
David  Giesler,  development  director  of 
Nouveau,  a  gay  magazine.  “The  crack¬ 
down  has  galvanized  support  among 
creative  people  concerned  with  basic  rights 
to  be  able  to  see,  hear,  and  say  what  they 
want  —  to  make  their  own  decisions.  People 
are  rallying  around  CAC’s  right  to  display 
an  exhibit  of  artistic  merit  that  is  not  legally 
obscene.” 

Over  1 ,000  arts  students  and  others  rallied 
twice  in  CAC’s  defense  on  Fountain  Square 
near  the  museum.  One  demonstrator,  Brian 
Jackson,  a  sophmore  at  the  Art  Academy, 
called  the  indictments  a  “smoke  screen”  by 
Republican  candidates  who  fear  defeat  in 
November  elections  after  results  of  an  FBI 
investigation  of  alleged  tax  fraud  by  the 
county  auditor  are  released. 

University  of  Cincinnati  history  professor 
Zane  L.  Miller  agreed,  saying  that  the 
$ources  of  the  scandal  are  “all  friends”  with 
the  prosecutor  and  sheriff.  “As  long  as 
[Mapplethorpe]  is  going  on,  it  deflects  atten¬ 
tion  from  problems  at  the  court  house,”  he 
said. 

“Homophobia  is  the  real  issue,”  said 
Betsy  Gressler,  vice  president  of  Stonewall 
Cincinnati,  a  political  action  committee  and 
human  rights  group.  (Stonewall  has  not 
issued  an  official  statement.)  “A  lot  of  ef¬ 
fort  of  Citizens  for  Community  Values  (CCV) 
is  really  trying  to  rally  the  Right  around  anti¬ 
gay  sentiments  [here]  and  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It’s  a  real  sad  state¬ 
ment,”  she  said. 

CCV’s  campaign  against  the  exhibit  in¬ 
cluded  a  massive  letter-writing  effort  and 
recruiting  about  250  people  at  a  rally.  “We 
feel  we’ve  achieved  what  we  set  out  to  do,” 
said  CCV  President  Monty  Lobb.  “We’ve 
educated  people  about  [how]  these  photos 
dehumanize  and  lower  the  dignity  of  human 
life.” 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Changes  in  foster  care 
policy  irk  homophobes 

One  of  Boston's  daily  papers  condemns  last  week's 
decision  to  lift  the  ban  on  lesbian  and  gay  foster  parents 
in  Massachusetts  and  anti-gay  politicians  promise  a  tough 
fight  in  legislature 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  A  Boston  Herald  editorial 
hostile  to  gay  foster  parenting  drew  a 
prompt  response  from  local  lesbian  and  gay 
activists,  but  foes  promised  legislative 
reprisals  against  the  recently  proposed 
changes  in  the  state’s  foster  care  policy. 
Recommendations  announced  last  week  by 
the  Dukakis  administration  policy  lifts  the 
virtual  ban  on  lesbians  and  gay  men  as  foster 
parents  in  Massachusetts. 

On  April  4  the  Executive  Office  of 
Human  Services  and  Department  of  Social 
Services  (DSS)  issued  new  guidelines  saying 
that  parenting  experience,  rather  than 
marital  status,  would  be  the  most  important 
factor  in  considering  foster  parent  applica¬ 
tions  (see  GCN,  April  8-14,  1990).  The  new 
regulations  are  now  subject  to  a  45-day 
public  comment  period,  after  which  they 
can  become  policy  either  as  now  written  or 
with  revisions.  Last  week,  Philip  Johnston, 
Secretary  of  Human  Services,  told  GCN 
that  he  did  not  expect  the  proposals  to  be 
significantly  modified. 

In  the  week  following  the  announcement, 
homophobes  launched  several  attacks.  A 
number  of  state  legislators  vowed  to  try  to 
overturn  the  new  policy.  The  Massachusetts 
Republican  State  Committee  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  condemning  the  change.  And  the 
Herald  published  an  editorial  April  6  urging 
the  Dukakis  administration  to  reconsider 
reversing  the  new  policy. 

The  local  chapter  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD/Boston)  and  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  hurriedly  organized 
a  demonstration  outside  the  Herald  offices 
April  9.  The  rush-hour  protest  was  attended 
by  over  30  gay  and  lesbian  foster  parenting 
advocates.  A  man  entering  the  Herald  of¬ 
fices  taunted  the  demonstrators  with  shouts 
of  “censorship,”  while  the  police  occupied 
another  man  who  wanted  to  set  up  a  micro¬ 
phone  to  preach  against  the  sin  of  homosex¬ 


uality.  Protesters  chanted  “The  Herald 
fuels  bigotry,”  and  carried  signs  saying  “No 
more  lies.”  Another  sign  listed  epithets 
hurled  at  gay  men  and  lesbians  on  the 
Herald  editorial  pages,  most  notably  by  col¬ 
umnist  Don  Feder,  including  “buggers,” 
“sodomites,”  and  “perverts.” 

GLAAD  said  that  it  has  repeatedly  at¬ 
tempted  to  meet  with  Herald  editors  to 
discuss  editorial  page  hostility  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  without  success.  A  Dec.  9  let¬ 
ter  was  ignored,  and  a  Jan.  25  letter  prompt¬ 
ed  a  request  for  information  about 
GLAAD. 

According  to  a  study  by  GLAAD  co-chair 
Ronnie  Allen,  the  newspaper  has  run  over 
100  anti-gay  editorials  and  columns  in  the 
last  five  years.  Of  the  Herald's  nine  regular 
columnists,  seven  write  frequently  about 
and  with  hostility  toward  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  remaining  two,  the  paper’s  only 
women  columnists,  write  occasional 
positive  pieces  about  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  Feder  is  the  most  frequent  and 
abusive  writer  on  the  topic,  with  Patrick 
Buchanan  and  Howie  Carr  probably  run¬ 
ning  second. 

Masha  Gessen,  GLAAD  co-chair,  said 
that  the  group’s  hope  in  requesting  the 
meeting  was  “not  to  boot  the  hateful  colum¬ 
nists  out,  but  to  have  equal  space  in  the 
paper.  Their  news  coverage  is  excellent,  we 
have  no  problem  with  it.”  She  said  that  if 
the  //erflW  editorial  page  were  less  virulently 
anti-gay,  the  paper  “could  be  the  newspaper 
of  note  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,” 
instead  of  the  generally  more  liberal  Boston 
Globe.  Gessen  said  that  Herald  news 
coverage  was  generally  more  favorable  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men  than  the  Globe’s. 

The  Coalition  had  a  slightly  different 
motivation  in  participating  in  the 
demonstration.  “We’re  concerned  that  the 
legislature  will  pass  legislation  very  quickly 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“State  policy  should  be  geared  toward 
providing... kids  with  a  mom  and  a  dad  and 
a  setting  as  natural  as  possible.  It  should  not 
be  geared  to  advancing  the  agenda  of  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  in  perpetual  search  of  ways  to  get 
society’s  stamp  of  approval  on  their 
decidedly  non-mainstream  life.” 

— Excerpted  from  a  Boston  Herald  editorial 
that  appeared  the  day  after  Massachusetts 
announced  a  change  in  the  state ’s  foster  care 
policy,  which  had  in  effect  banned  gay 
foster  parents.  Local  activists  staged  a 
demonstration  against  the  large  daily 
newspaper  the  following  day  (see  related 
story,  p.  3). 


ACT  UP/Paris  held  its  largest  protest,  March  3 


Paris  demo  targets 
immigration  laws 

PARIS  —  Over  100  AIDS  activists  pro¬ 
tested  restrictive  U.S.  immigration  laws 
March  3  as  ACT  UP/Paris  held  its  largest 
demonstration  to  date.  According  to  the 
group’s  announcement  of  the  event, 
“Nobody  was  arrested  —  to  everybody’s 
surprise.” 

The  demonstration  began  in  front  of  the 
U.S.  Embassy  on  the  Place  de  la  Concorde, 
where  protesters  burned  a  U.S.  flag.  The  ac¬ 
tivists  then  marched  up  rue  Royale,  block¬ 
ing  the  street,  as  they  made  their  way  to 
Place  de  la  Madeleine,  where  they  staged  a 
die-in.  Van  loads  of  police  were  on  hand, 
but  no  trouble  between  police  and  protesters 
was  reported.  The  event  was  widely  covered 
by  local  television  stations. 

The  action  also  publicized  ACT 
UP/Paris’  boycott  of  the  Sixth  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  on  AIDS  which  will  take 
place  in  San  Francisco  this  June.  Several 
other  European  as  well  as  U.S.  organiza¬ 
tions  have  announced  boycotts  recently, 
saying  they  will  not  attend  any  conference 
held  in  the  U.S.  until  immigration  policies 
that  discriminate  against  people  with  AIDS 
and  HIV  are  changed.  (See  GCN,  Jan.  28 
and  March  4.) 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

BU  to  include  gay 
people  in  anti¬ 
discrimination 
policy 

BOSTON  —  Following  an  1 1  year  fight 
spearheaded  by  gay  and  lesbian  students, 
Boston  University’s  (BU)  Board  of  Trustees 
approved  April  6  the  inclusion  of  “sexual 
orientation”  in  the  school’s  Policy  of  Non- 
Di.scrimination. 

“This  step  is  going  to  go  a  long  way  to 
make  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual  students, 
faculty  and  staff  feel  more  comfortable  in 
the  campus  environment,”  Ed  Boyce,  co- 
Vice  President  of  BU’s  Lesbian/Gay 
Alliance,  told  GCN. 

BU  announced  the  change  with  a  careful¬ 
ly  worded  press  release  which  said  that  the 
board  had  met  to  further  discuss  Chapter 
516,  the  gay  rights  law,  and  its  applicability 
to  BU.  Although  the  board  approved  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  sexual  orientation,  BU  says  that 
the  policy  will  not  go  into  effect  until  the 
university’s  lawyers  receive  a  “Fair  Prac¬ 
tices  Notice”  from  the  Massachusetts  Com¬ 
mission  Against  Discrimination  (MCAD). 
The  notice  mandates  that  institutions  made 
up  of  more  than  10  people  must  be  notified 
officially  by  MCAD  if  there  is  any  change  in 
civil  rights  law  in  the  state. 

BU’s  president  John  Silber,  currently  on 
leave  of  absence,  has  strongly  opposed  the 


inclusion  of  “sexual  orientation”  in  the 
non-discrimination  policy,  saying  that  “sex¬ 
ual  orientation”  could  be  interpreted  as  the 
condoning  of  such  practices  as  bestiality  and 
child  molestation.  Two  weeks  ago,  in  the 
midst  of  his  gubernatorial  campaign,  Silber 
signed  a  pledge  which  said  that  he  would  re¬ 
ject  support  from  any  individual  or  group 
“which  appeals  to  prejudice  based  on  race, 
religion,  national  origin,  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.”  (See  GCN,  April  1-7.) 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Activists  lobby  for 
gay  money 

BOSTON  —  The  Working  Group  on 
Funding  Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues  sponsored 
a  panel  on  funding  needs  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  Foundations  here  April  3. 

According  to  the  Working  Group,  the  100 
largest  foundations  gave  only  .004  percent 
of  available  monies  to  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  between  1982  and  1984. 
“There’s  some  room  for  improvement 
there,”  said  David  Becker,  a  member  of  the 
Working  Group  and  a  private  funder. 

About  50  foundation  representatives  at¬ 
tended  the  panel,  “Embracing  Diversity: 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues  on  the  Philan¬ 
thropic  Agenda,”  at  the  Copley  Marriot 
Hotel.  The  four  speakers  were  Tom  Stod¬ 
dard,  director  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  Dale  Orlando,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  Kevin  Cathcart,  executive 
director  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders,  and  Angela  B^wen,  co-chair  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays. 

“It  was  a  very  good  session,”  Becker  told 
GCN.  “Fifty  people  at  one  of  these  is  a  big 
improvement  over  last  year.”  He  said  that 
at  that  annual  meeting  the  lesbian  and  gay 
panel  was  not  listed  on  the  program  and  was 
attended  by  only  15  people. 

According  to  Becker,  panelists  addressed 
a  variety  of  issues  including  the  need  for 
funding  for  basic  operating  costs  of  lesbian 
and  gay  organizations  in  communities  of 
color,  health  care  and  hospice  ceu'e  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  helping  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  to  form  in  areas  of  the  coun¬ 
try  without  them,  and  defending  lesbian  and 
gay  civil  rights. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Lesbian  co-parent 
loses  visitation 
decision 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  3-to-l  decision  an 
Appellate  Division  Court  here  recently  ruled 
that  a  lesbian  who  co-parented  two  children 
in  a  seven-year  relationship  has  no  right  to 
isitation  because  she  is  not  biologically 
related.  According  to  Philadelphia  Gay 
News,  visits  between  Alison  D.  and  the  two 
children  were  initially  encouraged,  but  were 
discontinued  by  Virginia  M.  in  1987. 

The  lone  dissenting  judge  was  quoted  as 
saying,  “Clearly,  a  child’s  love  for,  and  at¬ 
tachment  to,  a  person  who  has  assumed  the 
role  of  parent  is  no  less  merely  because  that 
person  is  not  biologically  related  to  the 
child.”  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund,  who  is  representing  Alison  D., 
will  appeal  the  case  to  the  state’s  highest 
court,  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Students  rock 
Berkeley 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  Hundreds  of 
students  protesting  tenure  and  admissions 
practices  at  the  University  of  California  here 
sat-in  and  took  over  buildings  for  two  days 
last  month.  More  than  100  students  were  ar¬ 
rested  March  21  after  refusing  to  leave  ad¬ 
ministrative  offices  and  seven  were  charged 
with  resisting  arrest,  according  to 
Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

Between  200  and  300  activists  demanded 
tenure  for  two  professors  who  are  people  of 
color,  more  involvement  of  students  of  col¬ 
or  in  admissions,  and  the  creation  of  a  gay, 
lesbian  and  bisexual  studies  department. 

Chancellor  Ira  Heyman  interrupted  a 
meeting  with  Soviet  human  rights  activist 
Yelena  Bonner  to  meet  with  the  protesters. 
Although  he  agreed  to  greater  participation 
of  students  of  color  in  admissions,  he  de¬ 
clined  to  institute  a  gay  studies  department. 
Students  have  promis^  to  take  further  ac- 

□  Susan  Schmitz 
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Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
.  doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 
at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


♦INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

♦GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.LC.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


t  - 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
^1  617-266-2240 

I  I  HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


OREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Miami . $97  OW 

Nassau . $147  OW 

San  Francisco . $184  OW 

Montreal . $65  OW 

London . $244  OW 


Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to  availabili¬ 
ty,  tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 

Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Womencrafts 


'Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street' 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  .MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books.  Music  &  More  ! 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

Sunap^  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  gooe)  1 .  a  bed  ar>d  breakfast 
Inn  offering  country  cnarm  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  lir>ens.  antiques  ar>d  gourmet  breakfasts 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  'A  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


Burroughs-Wellcome  rears 
Its  head  again 

Boston 's  newly-formed  PWA  Coalition  spearheads 
lobbying  efforts  to  stop  an  amendment  to  the 
Massachusetts  Freedom  of  Information  Act  that  would 
restrict  access  to  research  protocol  documents 


By  Steve  Rose 

BOSTON  —  Against  a  backdrop  of 
massive  budget  deficits,  legislative  chaos, 
and  political  skittishness  about  a  faltering 
economy,  Boston’s  revitalized  People  With 
AIDS  Coalition  made  its  debut  this  month 
in  an  all-out  organizing  and  lobbying  effort 
to  stop  a  bill  that  would  protect  “trade 
secrets”  by  restricting  access  to  research 
protocol  documents.  Introduced  by  phar¬ 
maceutical  giant  Burroughs-Wellcome, 
manufacturer  of  AZT,  the  bill  would  set  a 
“dangerous  precedent,”  according  to 
members  of  all  segments  of  the  AIDS  com¬ 
munity. 

Protocols  are  the  detailed  documents  that 
lay  out  the  plan  for  a  clinical  trial.  The 
documents  specify  inclusion/exclusion 
criteria,  dosages,  toxicity,  and  the  overall 
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design  for  the  research  and  include  the  in¬ 
formed  consent  form  that  potential  subjects 
must  sign.  With  the  dawning  of  the  AIDS 
activist  movement,  protocol  documents 
have  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  daily 
work  of  activists,  community  researchers, 
and  journalists  as  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAS)  have  demanded  more  involvement 
in  their  own  care  and  seek  to  monitor  and 
reform  human  subjects  research. 

The  Burroughs-Wellcome  bill  (originally, 
S.  464,  and  changed  last  week  to  S.  1578) 
would  require  the  state  Department  of 
Public  Health  (DPH)  to  determine  if  a  pro¬ 
tocol  contains  “trade  secrets”  and  would, 
according  to  the  powerful  pharmaceutical 
industry  lobby  behind  it,  protect  “pro¬ 
prietary  information”  from  being  released 
publicly.  Activists  argue  that  the  bill  would 
add  a  layer  of  red  tape  at  DPH  and  tie  up  the 
court  system,  as  either  the  drug  company  or 
the  group  or  individual  requesting  access  to 
protocols  would  have  a  right  to  appeal. 

The  battle  over  the  bill  not  only  continues 
a  long  history  of  hostility  between  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  and  Burroughs-Wellcome,  but  brings 
into  focus  Boston’s  role  as  a  major  center 
for  biomedical  research.  AIDS  advocates 
and  lobbyists  hypothesize  that  Massachu¬ 
setts  was  chosen  by  Burroughs-Wellcome 
because  the  state’s  economy  is  “in  crisis,” 
and  staking  much  of  its  future  on  its  role  as  a 
medical  research  center.  Massachusetts  is 
therefore  vulnerable  as  the  “biotech  lobby” 
strongarms  legislators  who  dare  not  ruffle 
the  feathers  of  investors.  Threatening  to 
“pull  its  business  out  of  Massachusetts”  if  it 
cannot  be  protected  from  activist  activity, 
Burroughs-Wellcome  has  taken  the  lead. 

ACT  UP  vs.  Burroughs 

Jim  Sullivan,  newly-elected  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  PWA  Coalition,  has  followed 
the  scenario  since  last  year.  At  that  time, 
ACT  UP/Boston  challenged  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  in  court  after  it  filed  an  injunction 
barring  ACT  UP  members  from  obtaining  a 
copy  of  a  pediatric  AZT  protocol  at  Boston 
City  Hospital  (BCH)  last  year.  ACT  UP 
won  the  case,  and  discovered  an  inhumane 
placebo-control  design  targeted  infants  in 
communities  of  color.  “They  lost  in  court,” 
said  Sullivan,  “And  they  got  quite  angry 
about  it.  They  don’t  like  losing.” 

Sullivan  and  fellow  activist  Steven  Busby 
not  only  discovered  the  trial’s  flaws,  but 
also  found  that  the  trial  had  not  been  listed, 
as  mandated  by  DPH  policy,  in  the  state’s 
Clinical  Trials  Registry,  a  current  listing  of 
ail  AIDS  research  trials  in  the  state.  Furious 
that  an  attempt  to  slip  by  the  Clinical  Trials 
Registry  and  set  up  a  private  arrangement 
with  money-starved  BCH  had  failed, 
Burroughs-Wellcome  enlisted  Warner  and 
Stackpole,  a  prestigious  Boston  law  firm,  to 
file  the  bill. 

Ironically,  the  bill  was  filed  through  the 
powerful  joint  Health  Care  Committee 
(JHCC)  Chair  Edward  Burke,  a  well-known 
supporter  of  the  Massachusetts  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  bill.  According  to  Beacon  Hill 
sources,  the  bill  was  filed  on  behalf  of  an 
“old  constituent”  who  represented  the 


Burroughs-Wellcome  and  biotechnology  in¬ 
dustry.  Despite  attempts  to  thwart  the  bill  in 
committee,  it  sailed  through  JHCC  with 
Warner  and  Stackpole  in  command,  garner¬ 
ing  opposition  only  from  Rep.  Marjorie 
Claprood,  a  strong  supporter  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  who  is  currently  running 
for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  bill  went  on 
to  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
where  it  died  at  year’s  end. 

Many  maintain  that  the  refiling  of  the  bill 
again  this  year  suggests  the  desire  for  a  na¬ 
tional  precedent,  thus  making  a  major  com¬ 
munity  response  necessary.  “The  biotech 
lobby  is  more  powerful  this  year.  What  they 
don’t  realize  is  that  Community  Research 
Initiatives  (CRI)  doing  smaller  trials  are  the 
wave  of  the  future.  I  can’t  imagine  the  New 
York  ATR  (AIDS  Treatment  Registry)  be¬ 
ing  able  to  function  if  they  couldn’t  get  pro¬ 
tocols.... people  have  to  have  them,”  said 
AIDS  Watchdog  Group  member  Barry 
Aleksavitch,  who  follows  treatment  issues  in 
both  New  York  and  Boston,  and  who  once 
served  as  president  of  Sensory  Systems  Inc., 
a  laser  technology  firm  in  science- 
dominated  Cambridge. 

PWA$’  right  to  ucess 

PWA  Coalition  literature  argues  that 
PWAs  and  others  with  life-threatening  ill¬ 
ness  must  have  access  to  the  information 
they  need  to  make  decisions  about  their 
treatment  options,  and  that  the  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  bill  would  severely  restrict  such 
access.  Numerous  organizations  regularly 
collect  data  and  review  protocols,  including 
CRI  projects,  treatment  registries,  and 
organizations  like  AmFAR  (American 
Foundation  for  AIDS  Research),  which 
puts  out  a  directory  of  experimental 
treatments.  ACT  UP/New  York’s  Iris  Long 
started  the  “information  boom”  with  a 
systematic  review  of  all  ACTG  trials  in  1988, 
leading  to  a  grassroots-level  knowledge  ex¬ 
plosion  on  AIDS  treatment  research  issues. 
PWAs  and  advocates  soon  demanded  seats 
on  the  Institutional  Review  Boards  (IRBs) 
of  ACTG  hospitals  and  participated  in 
development  of  trials  in  CRIs  in  many  cities. 

Community  and  PWA  participation, 
organizers  say,  helps  create  trials  that  are 
ethically  and  scientifically  sound,  providing 
a  humane  alternative  to  large,  often  cruelly 
designed  trials  that  have  yielded  few  results 
via  what  AIDS  Treatment  News  publisher 
John  S.  James  calls  the  “dinosaur”  system. 
James’  example  has  led  to  an  explosion  of 
AIDS  journalism  to  disseminate 
desperately-needed  treatment  information. 
In  most  states,  access  to  protocols 
themselves  is  protected  for  journalists  by 
statutes  such  as  the  one  the  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  bill  would  amend.  “One  of  the 
most  powerful  tools  we  have  for  educating 
HIV-positive  people  about  the  treatment 
options  available  to  them  is  through  the  gay 
press,”  writer  Masha  Gessen  told  GCN.  “It 
is  vital  that  journalists  have  all  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  available  to  write  the  most  infor¬ 
mative  story  they  can.” 

But  Burroughs-Wellcome  has  lobbied 
hard  and  with  success  in  Boston,  claiming 
that  divulging  “trade  secrets”  contained  in 
protocols  (which  do  not  contain  the  formula 
for  a  drug)  would  do  damage  to  its  smaller 
competitors.  “Burroughs-Wellcome  has 
maintained  that  release  of  this  information 
would  do  them  damage,”  argues  Busby, 
“but  they  should  be  able  to  show  that.  It’s  a 
miscasting  of  the  situation.”  Calling  the 
refiling  of  the  bill  again  this  year  a  “spiteful 
act,”  he  points  out  the  human  toll.  “Part  of 
the  significance  is  that  PWAs  are  trauma¬ 
tized  each  year  by  this  legislation,”  he  said. 
“How  many  PWAs  have  to  invest  how 
many  thousands  of  hours  of  their  lives  in 
order  to  stop  this  foolishness?” 

Most  of  those  involved  in  the  lobbying  ef¬ 
fort  used  the  word  “foolish,”  because  they 
say  that  access  to  research  information  and 
documents  is  now  a  way  of  life  as  “living 
with  AIDS”  becomes  more  and  more  a 
reality.  On  March  19,  the  day  the  bill  was 
heard  by  the  JHCC,  the  PWA  Coalition,  led 
by  Sullivan,  organized  a  “counter-hearing” 
outside  the  chamber,  since  oral  testimony  in 

Continued  on  page  7 


Activists  hit  INS  in  D.C 


WASHINGTON  —  Nine  members  of  the  direct  action  group  OUT  chained  themselves  to  the  front 
doors  of  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  headquarters  here  April  S.  The  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  act  was  part  of  a  high-tech  protest  against  the  agency  for  its  immigration  policies  that  discriminate 
against  people  with  AIDS  and  people  with  HIV  infection. 

OUT  mobilized  activists  here  and  around  the  country  to  zap  the  agency  by  jamming  phones  and  fax 
machines,  while  the  civil  disobedience  participants  symbolically  locked  out  INS  employees. 

"HIV  status  is  not  relevant  to  immigration."  said  OUT’s  Eve  Faber.  "Fear  and  bigotry  against  people 
with  HIV  is  medically  unsound  and  deadly,”  she  said. 

About  65  minutes  after  the  activists  chained  themselves  to  the  doors,,  fire  fighters  were  forced  to  use 
power  saws  to  bust  open  two  Kryptonite  locks.  After  breaking  the  chains  with  bolt  cutters,  police  arrested 
the  protesters  for  incommoding  a  sidewalk.  Within  four  hours,  the  five  men  and  four  women  were  released 
after  posting  and  forfeiting  $50  fines. 

HIV  was  added  to  the  list  of  restricted  communicable  diseases  by  Congress  after  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.)  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Supplemental  Appropriations  Act  of  1987.  The  policy,  similar  to 
the  agency’s  ban  on  openly  gay  men  or  lesbians,  can  be  used  against  U.S.  residents  applying  for  naturaliza¬ 
tion  as  citizens,  as  well  as  tourists,  students  and  those  with  special  visas  to  teach  or  do  research. 

"Public  outcry  over  these  regulations  has  been  great,”  said  OUT’s  Martin  Hiraga.  World-wide  condem¬ 
nation  has  come  from  doctors,  AIDS  advocates,  scientists,  and  health  workers,  including  the  U.S.  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  and  James  Mason,  assistant  secretary  of  U.S.  Health  and  Human  Services.  In  addition, 
more  than  85  groups  from  around  the  world  have  said  they  will  boycott  the  Sixth  International  Conference 
on  AIDS  in  San  Francisco  because  of  INS  policy. 

□  John  Zeh 

Report  blasts  health  care 
for  women  in  Mass, 
prisons 

A  prisoners’  rights  group  says  the  state  doles  out  '‘cruel 
and  unusual  punishment”  to  women  prisoners  with  AIDS 
and  HIV  infection 


By  Laura  Briggs 

FRAMINGHAM,  Mass.  —  Women  in 
Massachusetts  state  prisons  are  three  times 
as  likely  as  male  prisoners  to  be  HIV 
positive,  according  to  a  report  released  by 
Social  Justice  for  Women  (SJW)  last  month. 
The  SJW  report  criticized  health  care 
delivery  at  the  state  women’s  prison,  and 
said  that  the  system’s  inadequacies  were  life- 
threatening  for  women  with  AIDS,  whom  the 
group  believes  should  be  considered  for  ear¬ 
ly  release  and  alternatives  to  prison.  The 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC)  disputed  that  rate  of  HIV  infection, 
as  well  as  other  aspects  of  the  report. 

“A  woman  with  AIDS  who  is  serving  a 
four-month  sentence  could  become  very  ill 
very  quickly,  and  a  four-month  sentence 
could  become  a  death  sentence.  We  think 
that  is  cruel  and  unusual  punishment,”  said 
Betsey  Smith,  executive  director  of  SJW,  a 
prisoner  advocacy  group. 

The  report  states  that  35  percent  of  the 
over  400  women  in  Massachusetts  prisons 
who  have  chosen  to  take  the  HIV  test  in  the 
past  two  years  are  HIV  positive,  in  contrast 
to  13  percent  of  men.  The  report  claims  that 
the  actual  rate  may  be  even  higher,  since 
many  women  who  have  not  been  tested  have 
engaged  in  high-risk  behaviors.  In  contrast, 
the  DOC  insists  that  the  rate  is  closer  to  22 
percent,  which  would  still  place  it  well  above 
the  percentage  of  men  testing  positive. 

According  to  prisoners’  rights  advocates, 
the  higher  rate  of  HIV  seropositivity  among 
women  is  not  limited  to  Massachusetts,  and 
reflects  the  tendency  of  judges  to  sentence 
women  to  jail  for  crimes  related  to  poverty 
and  substance  abuse. 

“The  kinds  of  crimes  that  bring  women 
into  the  system  are  very  different  from  the 
crimes  that  bring  men  into  the  system.  Men 
go  to  prison  for  violent  crimes.  Women  go 
to  prison  for  crimes  related  to  their 
poverty,”  said  Smith. 

Judy  Greenspan  of  the  Prison  Project  of 


the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
told  GCN  that  this  pattern  is  reflected  na¬ 
tionally.  She  said  that  while  male  prisoners 
have  diverse  histories,  women  prisoners 
represent  a  distinct  population.  Most  are 
either  IV  drug  users  themselves  or  have  sex¬ 
ual  partners  who  are.  In  the  state  of  New 
York,  the  seropositivity  rate  among  women 
has  been  estimated  at  30  to  50  percent,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Greenspan. 

Marianne  Gavin  of  SJW  said  that  most 
women  who  are  imprisoned  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  have  been  convicted  of  nonviolent 
crimes,  including  possession  of  narcotics, 
drug  trafficking,  prostitution,  trespassing, 
and  breaking  and  entering.  Women  go  to 
prison  for  crimes  that  among  men  would  be 
considered  petty,”  she  said,  adding, 
“Judges  would  not  send  a  man  to  prison  for 
these  crimes.  They  would  prefer,  with  all  the 
overcrowding  in  prisons,  only  to  send  men 
to  jail  for  violent  crimes.  Women,  on  the 
whole,  do  not  commit  violent  crimes.” 

According  to  SJW,  most  women 
prisoners  are  poor,  have  a  history  of  abuse, 
including  abandonment,  incest,  and  rape. 
Many  have  worked  as  prostitutes.  Over  90 
percent  of  incarcerated  women  have  a 
history  of  chronic  drug  abuse. 

Massachusetts  has  very  few  resources  for 
women  IV  drug  users  who  seek  help  with  ad¬ 
diction.  According  to  the  Department  of 
Health,  out  of  69  publicly-funded  residen¬ 
tial  treatment  programs,  only  15  are  ex¬ 
clusively  for  women,  while  36  are  solely  for 
men.  Of  the  18  programs  which  serve  both 
women  and  men,  the  vast  majority  of  their 
capacity  goes  to  men. 

Women  IV  drug  users  “are  the  most 
underserved  population,”  said  Rochelle 
Rollins  of  the  Multicultural  AIDS  Coali¬ 
tion.  Commenting  on  the  seropositivity  rate 
reported  by  SJW,  she  told  GCN,  “If  the 
rate  is  that  high,  then  1  think  that  really  says 
Continued  on  page  7 
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*  Desktop  Publishing  — 


It's  coming  our  way! 

With  your  support,  OCN  will 
soon  be  producing  the  paper  on  a 
desktop  publishing  system!  This 
will  mean  big  changes  for  us,  and 
changes  for  what  you'll  be  seeing  in 
the  paper  too. 

Please  consider  making  a 
contribution.  You'll  see  the  results! 

What  is  rieskta|i  publishing? 

With  desktop  publishing,  all 
design  and  layout  are  done  directly 
on  a  computer  screen.  Publications 
widely  prefer  desktop  for  its  speed, 
versatility  and  cost-effectiveness. 
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>•  broad  versatility  in  design  ^ 

>■  wide-scale  cost  savings  ^ 
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efficiency  in  production  ^ 

>■  a  tool  for  improving  the  breadth  ^ 
and  timeliness  of  our  coverage  S 
►  a  springboard  for  expansion  ^ 

Why  now?  | 

Desktop  publishing  will  give  £ 
GCN  the  edge  not  only  to  produce  a 
better  looking  paper,  but  to  broaden 
the  use  of  our  existing  resources  - 
bringing  our  readers  both  late- 
breaking  news  and  wide  coverage  of 
national  and  international  issues  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
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GCN  Job  Opening: 
Coordinating  Editor 


Available  late  June/eariy  July.  Provide  overall 
coordination  and  administration  of  the  financial,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  and  public  relations  aspects  of  GCN. 
Develop  annual  budgets,  financial  strategies,  and 
fundraising  projects.  Edit  the  "Community  Voices" 
section  of  the  newspaper.  Assist  coordination  of 
Board  and  staff  committees,  as  well  as  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  financial 
and  editing  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with 
non-profit  administration  and  fundraising.  Strong 
interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

Deadline  for  applications:  May  18,  1990 

GCN  positions:  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions  pay 
S200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  |obs.  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 


To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  Attn:  Natalie  Diffloth 


Too  queer  for  the  hets  and  too 
het  for  the  queers 

llear  CC.V: 

The  letter  from  Sarah  Dreher  and  Lis 
Brook  ("Visibility?  Whose  visibility?" 
GC.V  Mareh  1 1-17,  1 9W1)  succeeded  in  mak¬ 
ing  me  feel  shitty  about  my  bisexuality  for 
almost  an  entire  evening,  until  I  decided  to 
heed  the  wise  vvords  of  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
and  not  consent  to  feeling  inferior, 

NVhile  1  know  nothing  of  the  unfortunate 


conflict  surrounding  Northampton’s  1990 
Pride  Parade  planning,  I  can  address  Dreher 
and  Brook’s  perceptions  of  bisexuals. 
Perhaps  the  paradigm  of  race  might  be 
useful  here,  if  not  exactly  parallel.  Whites 
outnumber  people  of  color  in  America,  but 
there  are  also  a  significant  number  of 
biracial  people  some  who  want  to  “pass,” 
and  others  who  do  not.  If  I  were  Black  or 
Latino  or  Asian  (I’m  white),  I  would  prefer 
that  biracial  people  were  my  allies,  had 
loyalties  to  my  community  rather  than  the 
white  world,  and  were  motivated  to  develop 
an  cthnic/political  consciousness  about  race 
and  racism.  I  would  not  expect  them  to  deny 
their  individual  degrees  of  “whiteness.” 

Doesn’t  anyone  see  the  political  signifi¬ 
cance  and  value  of  bi.sexuals  coming  out 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  rather 
than  the  het  world?  We  wish  to  stand  with 
you,  not  them  —  even  if  our  issues  are  not 
identical,  but  becau.se  there  is  obvious 
overlap. 

And  since  when  have  lesbian  and  gay 
issues  been  an  undebated  monolith?  The 
concerns  of  the  incarcerated  PWA  are  dif¬ 
ferent  than  those  of  the  newly  graduated 
MBA,  and  the  concerns  of  the  wealthy  white 
gay  man  are  different  than  those  of  the 
teenage  Chicana  lesbian.  Not  to  mention  the 
pro-  and  anti-porn  debate  still  raging  among 
lesbian-feminists.  Or  were  we  just  paying  lip 
service  to  diversity? 

Perhaps  the  most  disturbing  thing  about 
bisexuals  is  not  that  we  may  have  relations 
with  the  opposite  sex,  but  that  we  disturb 
neat  either/or  categories;  we  are  the  ugly  lit¬ 
tle  fact  that  destroys  a  cherished  theory; 
“')'ou’re  either  straight  or  gay,  and  if 
you’re  not  one  of  Us,  then  you’re  one  of 
Them  —  so  choose  sides.” 

Well,  we’re  straight  and  gay,  in  varying  pro¬ 
portions,  and  while  we  aren’t  just  like  you, 
we’re  hardly  your  enemies.  We  make  the 
question  of  the  origins  of  sexual  orientation 
stickier,  but  we  can  argue  “biological  deter¬ 
minism”  or  "freedom  of  choice”  as  well  as 
you  can. 

Bisexuals  are  indeed  participating  in  gay 
and  lesbian  events  in  growing  numbers,  but 
that  doesn’t  mean  we  aren’t  simultaneously 
building  our  own  community.  GCN  covered 
Coast  Bisexual  Con- 


last  spring's  East 
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ference,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to  this 
year’s  first  annual  National  Bisexual  Con¬ 
ference  in  San  Francisco  in  June  (see  you  at 
Pride  Day!).  Bisexual  groups  are  forming 
around  the  country, and  an  anthology  of 
writings  by  bisexual  feminists  is  forthcom¬ 
ing  from  Alyson  Press.  Like  you,  we  did 
heavy  networking  at  the  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  in 
1987. 

What  most  frustrated  this  reader  was 
Dreher  and  Brook’s  vicious  double  bind. 
We  are  damned  if  we  stay  closeted:  “Bisex¬ 
uals  continue  to  enjoy  heterosexual 
privilege”;  and  we  are  damned  if  we  come 
out:  “Some  bisexual  women  feel  they  can¬ 
not  create  their  own  community  but  must  at¬ 
tach  themselves  to  ours.”  Their  implicit 
message  is:  “I  don’t  care  what  you  do  in  bed 
as  long  as  you  stay  away  from  me,  don’t 
flaunt  it.”  Now,  where  have  we  heard  this 
before? 

Bisexual  pride  means  never  having  to  say 
you’re  sorry.  I  wil  not  apologize  for  being 
too  queer  for  the  hets,  and  I  won’t  apologize 
for  being  too  het  for  the  queers.  But  I’ll 
march,  organize,  and  hang  out  with  the 
queers  over  the  hets  any  day. 

Cynthia  Van  Ness 
I  Rochester,  N.Y. 

AIDS  education  in  Guatemala 

Dear  GCN-. 

I’m  writing  to  those  of  you  interested  in 
AIDS,  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  and/or  Cen¬ 
tral  America  to  let  you  know  about  an  im¬ 
pressive  organization  that  has  formed  in 
Guatemala  City.  C’ASLEN  (the  name 
means  “life”  in  one  of  Guatemala’s  in¬ 
digenous  languages)  was  organized  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  to  respond  to  the  grow¬ 
ing  need  for  HIV/AIDS  education  and  ser¬ 
vices  in  that  country.  When  I  visited  in 
October,  1989, 1  was  warmly  received  by  the 
small  staff  and  several  volunteers.  The 
director  took  time  to  describe  their  services, 
and  shared  many  of  their  educational 
materials  with  me.  Since  I’m  involved  in 
HIV  education  and  anonymous  testing  here 
in  Boston,  1  was  gratified  to  see  the  care  with 
which  C’ASLEN  has  set  up  their  anony¬ 
mous  testing  and  volunteer  training  pro¬ 
grams.  In  addition,  they  offer  individual 
and  group  counseling  to  seropositive  in¬ 
dividuals,  street  outreach  education,  and  an 


educational  workshop  series  for  people  at 
risk  covering  everything  from  “the  ABCs  of 
AIDS”  to  “Coming  out  of  the  Closet.”  I 
found  the  quality  of  their  materials  to  be 
superb,  and  colleagues  here  have  been 
similarly  impressed  by  their  sophistication. 
C’ASLEN  has  also  begun  publishing  a  small 
community  newsletter  (“Comunidad  G.”) 
containing  HIV  information  and  news  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  gay  community.  It  was  exciting 
to  see  that  this  type  of  work  is  being  done 
there. 

I  have  recently  received  a  letter  from  my 
hosts  informing  me  that  they  have  lost  the 
lease  on  their  space,  and  that  limited  funds 
are  slowing  the  process  of  finding  a  new  of¬ 
fice.  Any  private  donations  at  this  point 
would  be  most  welcome.  They  are  also  anx¬ 
ious  to  be  put  in  touch  with  possible  funding 
sources  to  whom  they  could  submit  a  pro¬ 
posal.  Please  send  inquiries,  advice,  or 
donations  to:  C’ASLEN,  c/o  Carlos  Ser¬ 
rano  Paiz,  Encargado,  19  Avenida  26-41, 
Zona  5,  Ciudad  Guatemala  1005, 
Guatemala. 

_  Robb  Johnson 

H  Boston,  Mass. 


“0)mmunity  Voices’’  and  ‘‘Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  wekom  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  darity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 
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Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  42  Berkeley 
Street,  Bostt^  MA  02114. 


AN  IMPORTANT  MESSAGE 
TO  OUR  READERS 


GCN  wishes  that  growing  expenses  and  things  to  be  repaired  would  go  away  — 
but  they  won’t.  It  has  been  four  years  since  GCN  last  raised  subscription  rates, 
but  overhead  costs  for  production,  printing,  and  postage  all  continue  to  rise. 


So,  starting  May  1st,  1990,  we  must  raise  our  subscription  rates.  We  hate  to 
make  this  decision,  but  it  is  the  only  my  to  keep  GCN  coming  to  you  each 
w/eek  without  sacrificing  the  quality  you  have  come  to  expect. 


That’s  the  bad  news. 

But  here’s  the  good  news:  if  you  subscribe  or  renew  your 
subscription  to  GCN  before  May  1,  1990,  you  can  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  our  old- rates  —  and  save  over  46  percent  off  the  new 

newsstand  price. 


Your  friends  can  benefit,  too.  If  you  subscribe  or  renew  at  our  old 
rates  for  two  years  or  more  before  May  1,  1990,  we’ll  give  your  friend 
SIX  WEEKS  OF  GCN  FREE!  That’s  six  weeks  of  the  nation’s  leading 
lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly  free. 

So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

Get  the  very  best  for  your  money  —  act  now! 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


It  was  a  woman  who 


killed  her 

By  Elizabeth  R.  Brown 

1  bought  a  picture  for  Joanie  a  few  weeks 
ago.  In  the  months  since  she  died,  I’ve  lit 
candles  for  her,  read  clippings  about  her 
murder  by  her  lover,  Catherine,  seen  the 
program  from  the  funeral,  raged  and  cried 
for  her.  But  1  needed  something  unfamiliar, 
new,  something  1  could  look  at  each  day, 
because  1  think  of  her  each  day,  and  1  miss 
her  each  day.  R.  C.  Gorman’s  painting 
depicts  a  tall  woman  wrapped  in  a  serape  in 
Joanie’s  beloved  Southwest,  standing  in  a 
canyon  at  night.  The  stars  are  out,  but  the 
darkness  is  too.  It  symbolizes  so  much  of 
Joanie’s  life  —  a  trip  in  the  light,  with  the 
light,  towards  the  light  with  the  darkness 
temporarily  victorious.  She  was  a  potter, 
and  1  have  some  of  her  work  —  the  penis 
pot,  done  when  1  was  straight  and  she  was  a 
nun;  the  cross-section  of  an  avocado  on  a 
jar,  done  when  both  our  lives  had  changed. 
And  1  have  the  photograph  I’ve  had  for  22 
years  —  a  distant  back  shot  of  Joanie  run¬ 
ning  towards  a  stormy  ocean.  Joanie  is 
wearing  black  —  15  years  later  when  she 
came  to  visit  me  in  Boston  it  was  the  first 
time  I’d  seen  her  out  of  her  nun’s  habit.  1 
used  to  tease  her  I’d  never  seen  her  hair  and 
when  she  got  off  the  plane,  it  was  tucked 
under  her  favorite  cap. 

Joanie  and  I  met  at  college.  She  was  sit¬ 
ting  at  her  potter’s  wheel,  butcher’s  apron 
incongruous  over  her  habit.  We  became 
close  friends,  laughing  at  my  inartistic  flings 
at  pottery,  and  sharing  poetry,  rock  music, 
protests,  eccentricities,  Kenneth  Anger 
films.  Joanie  is  probably  the  only  nun  who 
ever  showed  Scorpio  Rising  at  an  all¬ 
women’s  Catholic  college!  We  drank  birth¬ 
day  champagne  together  and  I  tried  to  talk 
her  into  leaving  the  convent.  I  knew  she  was 
a  lesbian,  of  course,  but  I  did  not  under¬ 
stand  why  I  was  so  confused  about  wanting 
to  hug  her  and  why  did  it  feel  different  from 
the  sixties  kind  of  love  I  was  so  used  to?  And 
1  couldn’t  figure  out  how  to  kiss  her,  sur¬ 
rounded  as  her  face  was  by  the  veil! 

Then  I  graduated,  left  the  country,  moved 
again  and  again.  Joanie  left  the  convent.  We 
kept  trying  to  contact  each  other,  but 
Christmas  cards  were  returned,  and  some¬ 
how  it  was  several  years  before  I  got  a  real 
address  for  her.  But  we  often  thought  about 
each  other;  once  when  Joanie  had  gone 
away  to  rethink  her  vocation,  1  had  a  dream 
that  she  came  and  said  “I’m  all  right.  1  tried 
to  contact  you,  but  I  couldn’t.  I’m  all 
right.’’  I  have  always  felt  that  she  will  come 
to  me  some  night  in  my  dreams  so  that  I  will 
know  she  is  not  really  lost  to  me  until  eter¬ 
nity. 

Once  I’d  unearthed  an  address  I  wrote, 
filling  her  in  on  the  years  we’d  missed  — 
which  included  my  coming  out  as  a  lesbian 
bisexual.  That  Easter  Sunday,  she  called  me 
and  we  discovered  our  ability  to  pick  up 
conversations,  thoughts,  and  lives  where  we 
had  left  off  had  not  diminished.  She  also 
came  out  to  me  but  had  married  Jim  some 
years  before.  Joanie  told  me  that  after  one 
too  many  heartbreaks  she’d  decided  she’d 
marry  because  no  matter  what  men  did,  they 
couldn’t  hurt  as  much  as  women,  since  they 
didn’t  matter  as  much.  Indeed,  it  was  a 
woman  who  killed  her.  For  a  while,  it 
worked.  That  summer  she  came  to  visit  — 
Jim  having  advised  she  give  up  “booze, 
broads,  and  Brown’’  —  and  we  both 
thought  we  might  fall  in  love.  It  would  have 
been  a  lovely  romantic  story.  But  we  were 
each  too  vulnerable  to  be  a  couple;  we 
stayed  friends  and  recognized  the  magic  in 
that  relationship.  We  finished  each  other’s 
sentences,  shared  each  other’s  adventures 
and  sorrows,  and  laughed  that  high-pitched 
laugh  of  hers.  Being  with  her  was  safe  — 
crazy,  wild,  sometimes  sad,  but  safe. 

She  left  Jim,  moved  to  Madison,  became 
involved  in  Dignity,  in  the  women’s  com¬ 
munity,  in  the  lesbian  community  and  fell  in 
love  with  Catherine.  1  know  very  little  about 
Catherine,  except  that  she  had  a  daughter, 
that  she  started  the  first  women’s  restaurant 
in  Madison,  that  everyone  in  the  community 
knew  her.  And  1  know  that  she  was  jealous, 
angry,  and  beat  Joanie  —  sweet,  gentle,  fun¬ 
ny  Joanie.  When  I  found  out,  I  begged  her 
to  get  help,  leave,  warned  her  Catherine 
would  kill  her.  Joanie  distrusted  therapists 
and  Catherine  did  not  believe  she  had  a  pro¬ 
blem.  Joanie  told  me  the  beatings  stopped 
when  they  had  separate  houses  —  among 
other  things,  Catherine  hated  Joanie’s 


beloved  dogs  —  and  that  Catherine  “just 
yelled.’’  Whether  this  was  true,  because 
Joanie  knew  how  distressed  I  was  by  the 
violence  and  didn’t  want  to  talk  about  it  to 
me,  whether  the  beatings  started  again,  I  do 
not  know.  I  think  she  thought  the  violence 
ended  when  the  beatings  stopped  and  the 
yelling  began.  Perhaps  that  was  a  relief,  but 
a  dangerous  one.  At  Christmas  Joanie  told 
me  they  had  had  five  incredibly  stormy  years 
together,  and  that  she  did  not  know  where 
the  relationship  was  going.  Joanie  began 
dating  another  woman.  Last  New  Year’s 
Eve  1  came  back  from  Canada,  late,  ex¬ 
hausted,  to  find  a  message  wishing  me  a 
happy  New  Year,  .saying  she’d  call  again.  1 
called  New  Year’s  Day  but  she  was  out.  And 
then  she  was  dead.  Joanie  often  told  her 
mother  after  the  breakup  that  Catherine 
would  kill  her,  and  it  hurts  me  to  think  of 
her  living  in  fear.  I  hear  her  final  words,  “oh 
no,  oh  no,’’  and  I  hear  the  shots  and  see 
Catherine  driving  away  in  her  white 
Cadillac,  a  car  so  unlike  Joanie  that  the  im¬ 
age  stays  in  my  mind,  in  the  minds  of 
everyone  who  saw  Catherine  leave.  Some¬ 
times  I  even  hear  the  shots  by  which 
Catherine  killed  herself. 

I  don’t  know  why  Joanie  stayed  with  her. 
Part  of  her  was  wounded;  a  mutual  friend 
describes  her  as  the  bird  with  a  broken  wing. 

1  don’t  know  why  Catherine  was  violent;  I 
just  know  she  must  have  been  in  terrible 
pain  to  kill  Joanie  and  herself,  and 
somehow  I  manage  to  grieve  for  her  too. 

But  I  also  know  that  this  is  something  les¬ 
bians  don’t  talk  about.  We  like  to  assume, 
as  one  straight  friend  put  it,  that  “women 
don’t  do  those  things  to  other  women.’’  But 
we  do.  I  also  know  that  we  are  afraid  to  talk 
about  it  because  “the  enemy’’  will  overhear 
and  use  it  against  us.  And  they  do  and  they 
have.  The  enemy  ignores  the  fact  that  a 
woman  is  beaten  by  a  man  every  15  minutes 
in  this  country.  We  are  afraid  of  the  publici¬ 
ty  if  we  go  to  the  police;  many  shelters  are 
unsympathetic  to  lesbians.  Our  community 
itself  is  often  hostile,  seeing  violent  lesbians 
as  politically  incorrect,  and  victims  as 
traitors  for  talking  about  it.  1  remember  a 
Boston  woman  who  went  to  the  police  for 
protection  and  found  support;  from  les¬ 
bians,  she  found  denunciation.  This  sounds 
all  too  familiar  —  it  is  the  .same  thing 
children  are  told  about  abuse,  and  women 
about  rape.  Joanie,  whose  struggle  against 
alcoholism  was  helped  by  the  community’s 
emphasis  on  sobriety,  would  have  indeed 
felt  as  if  she  were  betraying  all  lesbians  by 
going  to  a  shelter,  seeking  police  protection, 
talking  about  it.  Catherine,  ideologically 
correct  herself,  must  have  known  that,  must 
have  found  it  both  a  trap  and  an  excuse  to 
continue.  Perhaps  it  seemed  as  if  she  had 
permission  to  do  so. 

We  have  got  to  acknowledge  that  all 
women  can  be  and  are  violent,  that  lesbians 
are  no  different  from  other  women,  that  be¬ 
ing  a  victim  of  abuse,  as  1  am,  as  Catherine 
must  have  been,  is  no  excuse  to  continue  the 
violence,  but  a  reason  to  seek  to  break  the 
cycle.  We  need  to  recognize  the  physical  and 
emotional  destruction  of  violence,  to  make 
clear  that  it  will  no  longer  be  ignored  and 
condoned.  We  must  not  excuse  perpetrators 
by  saying  that  they  must  have  been  abused 
or  that  homophobia  and  sexism  add  to  the 
frustration  and  anger  that  leads  to  brutality. 
We  must  respond  to  lesbian  victims  as  we 
would  respond  to  other  battered  women  — 
with  support,  counseling,  protection, 
shelter,  resources.  If  feminism,  lesbianism, 
and  survival  mean  anything,  it  is  a  call  to  a 
deeper  honesty  which  impels  us  once  again 
to  end  the  silence  and  above  ail,  to  stop  the 
killing. 

Subscribers:  In  case  you 
were  confused... 

If  you  subscribe  to  GCN,  you  recently  received  a 
mailing  announcing  GCN's  plans  for  a  transition  to 
desktop  publishing.  Unfortunately,  due  to  a  com¬ 
plication  with  our  distributor,  the  mailing  went  out 
without  a  cover  letter(!)  But  never  fear!  Very  soon 
you  will  be  receiving  a  dupliate  of  the  mailing  — 
this  time  with  the  cover  letter  (this  is  at  the 
distributor’s  expense,  FYI).  We  hope  you're  as  ex¬ 
cited  about  GCN's  upcoming  plans  as  we  are. 
Please  support  us!! 
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The  feud  focuses  on  only  a  few  of 
Mapplethorpe’s  photos,  and  not  the  show’s 
original  funding  from  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts  (NEA)  which  ignited  Con- 
gresional  interference  in  NEA  grants. 
Depicted  are  flowers,  nudes,  and  portraits 
—  including  two  showing  a  naked  boy  and 
semi-naked  girl,  and  five  others  offering 
homerotic  and/or  sadomasochistic  imagery. 

The  Corcoran  Gallery  in  Washington, 
D.C.  cancelled  the  exhibit  in  June  after  108 
members  of  Congress  expressed  “outrage” 
over  NEA  support  for  his  exhibits  and 
threatened  to  slash  NEA’s  budget.  Mapple¬ 
thorpe’s  work  included  “morally  repugnant 
material  of  a  sexual  nature,”  they  said.  In 
response,  artists,  activists,  and  civil  liber¬ 
tarians  denounced  right-wing  sponsored 
suppression  of  artistic  work. 

“Because  Mapplethorpe  was  gay,  any 
photos  of  children  are  therefore  pandering, 
and  are  as  bad  as  they  perceive  homosexuali¬ 
ty  to  be,”  said  Stonewall’s  Gressler.  “But  I 
don’t  think  Cincinnatians  are  as  conser¬ 
vative  as  what  is  coming  across.  The  right 
wing  is  extremely  organized  and  very  vocal 
here,”  she  said.  “The  national  head  of  the 
Right  to  Life  movement  and  a  lot  of  leaders 
of  the  reactionary  movement  are  based  here, 
but  1  don’t  think  your  average  citizen  is  any 
more  conservative  than  anyone  else.”  (For 
example,  Jesse  Jackson  carried  the  city’s 
Presidential  primary  in  1984.) 

“There’s  a  sense  of  denial  about  the  im¬ 
portant  issues  here,”  said  art  student 
Jackson,  adding  that  some  people  ignore 
reality  and  refuse  to  talk  about  persecution 
of  free-thinkers  and  gay  people.  “This  con¬ 
troversy  could  be  the  breaking  down  of 
societal  defense  mechanisms  and  lead  to 
good  things,”  he  said. 

“In  any  recovery  process,  when  denial 
starts  to  break  down,”  said  the  hopeful 
Jackson,  “that’s  when  healing  begins  to  oc¬ 
cur.”  □ 


'  Counseling  and  Consultation,  Inc. 

4th  ANNUAL 
SPEAKER  SERIES 

April  25,  1990 

Marshall  Forstein,  M.D. 
“Generativity  in  Gay  Men: 
Parenting  and  Other  Options” 

Lecture  8-9:50pfn  at  Harvard  University's 
Gutman  Library,  Brattle  Street  and  Ap- 
pian  Way,  Cambridge.  Admission:  $10; 
$15  with  CEU's.  Call:  876-4488. 

186  Vi  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02139 
(617)  876-4488 


AM  TIKVA 


Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•  Social/Cultural  Events 
•  Holiday  Observances 


RhS  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 


16th  Birthday  Sale! 
APRIL  21  &22 


/8u;aid*~^7i/t>e-*^  ■  CaStmcfAttr' 

186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge  Massachusetts  02139 
A  W-mln  walk  from  Itre  Central 
(617)876  5310  (617)876  3340 


Cl  jy 

SaT  t 
(tdd)vJ7- 


-6  Tues,  Wed,  Fri.  Sat  10-91hurs  12-6  Sun 


Friday,  April  27, 1990 
8  p.m.  Paine  Hall 

Harvard  University  behind  Science  Center 


Susan  Wnson 


music  &  healing 

ARDNER  in  concert 

performing  the  piano  version  of 

A  Rainbow  Path  concert  & 

v/itfi  mandalas  By  Qisui  Ufa^em  ethnic  flutes 


Proceeds  to  benefit  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

benefit  reception  immediately  following  sponsored  by 

Harvard  AIDS  Institute  &  Women  In  Medicine 

or  the  American  Association  of  Physicians  for  Human  Rights 


Foster  care 

Continued  from  page  I 

restricting  gay  foster  parenting,”  said  David 
LaFontaine  of  the  Coalition.  “The  venom 
of  the  Herald  editorial  is  exactly  the  same 
venom  that  fuels  Marie  Parente  and  Arthur 
Lewis,”  he  said,  referring  to  two  state 
legislators. 

It  is  unclear  what  action  may  be  taken  in 
the  House  and  Senate.  Reps.  Marie  Parente 
(D-Milford)  and  William  Flynn 
(D-Weymouth)  and  Sens.  Edward  Kirby 
(R-Whitman)  and  David  Locke 
(R-Wellesley)  have  vowed  to  attempt  to 
reverse  the  new  policy.  Parente  and  Flynn 
have  suggested  that  they  may  attach 
language  banning  gay  people  as  foster  parents  to 
the  budget,  a  strategy  that  has  been  used 
successfully  in  the  past.  In  1987,  similar 
budget  language  was  vetoed  by  Dukakis, 
even  while  the  DSS  policy  was  in  place. 
(Dukakis  claimed  that  he  vetoed  the 
language  because  it  was  an  outright  ban  on 
gay  men  and  lesbians  as  foster  parents,  while 
the  DSS  policy  merely  put  gay  and  lesbian 
people  at ‘the  bottom  of  the  list.)  Following 
the  announcement  last  week,  Johnston  said 
that  he  believed  Dukakis  would  veto  such  a 
budget  amendment. 

Kirby’s  office  told  CCNthat  his  intention 
was  to  co-sponsor  a  bill  that  would  ban  gay 
foster  parenting  outright.  A  spokesperson 
for  Locke  said  that  the  senator  was  con¬ 
sidering  either  budgetary  language  or  co¬ 
sponsorship  of  a  bill.  He  said  that  “it’s  not 
on  the  front  burner  for  us  right  now,”  but 
that  Kirby  had  been  in  contact  with  them  on 
the  subject. 

If  homophobes  in  the  House  attempt  to 
attach  an  amendment  to  a  budget  bill,  there 
are  two  that  will  be  considered  in  upcoming 
weeks.  As  early  as  April  23,  the  House  will 
consider  a  supplemental  budget  which  in¬ 
cludes  DSS  appropriations.  The  1991 
budget  will  probably  be  reported  out  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  before  the 
second  week  of  May,  when  it  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  full  House. 

Legislative  allies  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  have  vowed  to  fight  actions  to 
reverse  the  proposed  changes  in  the  foster 
care  policy,  but  many  activists  and 
legislators  believe  that  a  homophobic  bill  or 
amendment  could  pass  in  the  legislature. 

"We’re  going  to  have  to  lobby  against 
this  nonsense,”  said  Arline  Isaacson,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus.  "It’s  based  clearly  on  political 
posturing,  not  on  what's  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  child."  . 


•  Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11  Cambridge,  MA  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 


Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 

1*900*999*8500 


JiatTStimndc 


(SI  .so  tod  Mm) 

Hear  Hot  Messoges  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


Benefit  Concert:  S 15/20  door  accessibility:  267-0900 

Out-Of-Town  Ticket  Agency  (HarvarclSQT).Concertcharg®:497-1 1 18;  1-800-442- 
1854,Arborway  Video (JP),NewWords(Camb.). Glad Day  (Pork St.)  Bookstores. 


HEALING  SERVICE 

FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  i  BY  AIDS 

Tuesday,  April  24  7:30  p.m. 


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  Cod' s  healing  power 


Prayers /Music /Laying  on  of  hands 
Homily:  The  Rev.  Richard  Spalding 
Copastor,  Church  of  the  Covenant 
Free-will  offering/ Reception 
ASL  interpreted 
Arlington  Street  MBTA  stop 
Information:  (617)  266-7480 


CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 

NEWBURY  AND  BERKELEY  STREETS  •  BOSTON 
Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  (617)  628-7663 


Now  available 
"We  are  Family" 
produced  by 
Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in  Women  Artists 
and  Acoustic  Style  Music 


ViillDllBO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes  in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  SOUTH  ST  ,  JAMAICA  PLAIN  MA  021  JO  •  522-1429 
HOURS  MONDAY  SATURDAY  10-9  SUNDAY  12  9 
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COMMUNITY 

GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL’S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RNO) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown.  MA  02657 
(506)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACCOUNTINQH'AXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY.  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston.  So.  End: 
(617)730-4103 
North  Shore: 
(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 
JAMES  F.  LEATH.  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNC¬ 
TURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82GlenvllleAve..  Dll 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)783-3965 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINOrrAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523..1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
361  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T.W.F.Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKKEEPING/TAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  *  Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)  292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 
CLEANING  SERVICES 
ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  S 
ASSOCIATES 
Software.  Hardware 
Networks.  Trouble¬ 
shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LtCSW 
Jayna  Kiatzker.  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONHEALTH. 

INC. 

42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaccini. 
LICSW 

44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
ISeVi  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON. 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St.. 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issi'es,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60Vi  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 
WOMEN’S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 
EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL. 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 
FLORISTS 
REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 
FUNCTIONS 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners, 
fundraisers,  cocktail 
parties,  business 
functions,  joining/unlon 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

HAIR  SALONS 
B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair.  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed -FrI.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

247-0202 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th.  12-7 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Havlland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HiV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health. 
Research.  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL(4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  ali  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

6  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 
(617)623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

Warwick,  Rl 

S39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L's 
Preferred 

Call  Pat.  (401)461-3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)524-6822 
REAL  ESTATE 
INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 
THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 
ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN’S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 

Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
&  Polarity 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 
T  SHIRTS 
WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 
TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 
NIGHTCLUBS 
INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 
Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200 
W8PM-1  AM,  Th.  4 
PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM. 
Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


Prisoners 

Continued  from  page  3 

something  about  where  people  go  in  this 
system  when  they  have  no  place  to  go.” 

Greenspan  said  that  the  increased  number 
of  women  prisoners  reported  to  have  AIDS 
in  recent  years  may  not  reflect  a  real  in¬ 
crease,  but  better  diagnosis.  In  New  York 
prisons,  she  said,  one-third  of  all  AIDS 
cases  are  misdiagnosed,  and  only  discovered 
through  autopsy. 

In  addition,  she  said,  “The  CDC  [Centers 
for  Disease  Control]  researchers  have  not 
taken  very  seriously  women  who  have 
AIDS,  and  it’s  reflected  in  their  definitions. 
Women  don’t  get  Kaposi’s,  which  is  in  the 
definition  of  AIDS,  but  they  do  get  cervical 
cancer,  which  is  not.  In  fact,  IV  drug  users 
don’t  get  Kaposi’s.  The  CDC  definitions 
leave  out  the  Black,  Latino,  and  Native 
American  populations,  and  women  in 
general.” 

According  to  the  report,  most  of  the 
women  who  enter  MCI-Framingham,  the 
state’s  only  institution  for  women  prisoners, 
arrive  in  acute  stages  of  alcohol  or  drug 
withdrawal.  The  facility  has  no  detoxifica¬ 
tion  unit.  Instead,  all  new  prisoners  are' 
housed  together  in  the  Health  Services  Unit 
where  they  are  screened  for  infectious 
diseases.  Women  spend  anywhere  from  24 
hours  to  several  weeks  there,  with  as  many 
as  six  other  women  in  a  cell  designed  for  two 
people.  This  kind  of  overcrowding  and  ex¬ 
posure  to  disease  is  particularly  dangerous 
to  women  with  AIDS.  SJW  recommends 
that  a  separate  detox  unit  and  an  infirmary 
be  established. 

According  to  the  DOC,  women  suspected 
of  having  communicable  diseases  are 
quarantined  at  the  Health  Services  Unit  and 
do  not  mix  with  other  prisoners.  While  DOC 
acknowledges  that  conditions  there  are 
overcrowded,  the  department  claims  that 
nothing  can  be  done  about  it  until  a  new 
facility  is  built  to  house  the  Awaiting  Trial 
Unit. 

The  report  says  that  the  staffing, 
facilities,  equipment  and  health  care  prac¬ 
tices  make  it  difficult  for  any  woman  at 
MCI-Framingham  to  receive  good  health 
care,  and  almost  impossible  for  women  with 
AIDS.  Acute  understaffing,  a  drafty  or 
overheated  health  services  unit,  poor  record 
keeping  and  no  continuity  of  care  are  some 
of  the  problems  cited.  Anyone  seeking 
medication,  whether  it  is  Tylenol  or  AZT, 
must  leave  her  cottage  and  wait  in  a  “med- 
line.”  According  to  the  report,  ill  women 
sometimes  choose  to  skip  medication  rather 
than  endure  this  hardship,  particularly  in 
cold-  or  rainy  weather.  SJW  recommends 
that  med-lines  be  abolished,  and  that  prob¬ 
lems  with  staffing,  facilities,  and  record 
keeping  be  corrected.  According  to  the 
DOC,  the  Department  has  repeatedly  re¬ 
quested  funding  to  increase  staff  at  the 
Health  Services  Unit  and  to  computerize 
records,  but  its  budget  requests  have  been 
denied. 

Women  with  AIDS  at  MCI-Framingham 
are  sent  to  Lemuel  Shattuck  Hospital  HIV 
clinic.  According  to  the  report,  there  is  a 
three-  to  five-week  waiting  period  for  ap¬ 
pointments  at  the  Shattuck.  When  the  date 
comes,  women  are  awakened  early,  usually 
denied  breakfast,  handcuffed,  and  crowded 
onto  wooden  benches  on  a  prison  van.  They 
may  wait  for  as  long  as  eight  hours  at  the 
Shattuck,  handcuffed  in  a  small  cubicle  with 
poor  ventilation  and  glass  doors.  Many 
women  reportedly  refuse  to  keep  their  ap¬ 
pointments. 

Women  who  may  qualify  for  treatment 
with  AZT,  aerosolized  pentamidine,  and 
other  FDA-approved  AIDS  drugs  do  not 
consistently  receive  treatment,  according  to 
SJW,  a  charge  the  DOC  denies.  In  addition, 
SJW  claims  that  women  are  not  informed  of 
all  the  clinical  trials  of  experimental  AIDS 
drugs  for  which  they  might  be  eligible.  DOC 
contests  that  claim,  saying  that  prisoners 
have  access  to  some  clinical  trials  through 
the  Shattuck  and  the  New  England  Medical 
Center,  as  well  as  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  Medical  Center. 

When  women  are  released  from  prison, 
they  are  not  given  assistance  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Correction  (DOC)  in  locating 
medical  care  and  drug  treatment  in  their 
home  communities,  according  to  the  report. 

SJW  recommends  the  establishment  of  an 
on-site  HIV  clinic  at  MCI-Framingham,  in¬ 
cluding  the  services  of  an  AIDS  specialist,  a 
proposal  the  DOC  says  that  it  is  already  con¬ 
sidering.  SJW  urges  early  parole  and  home- 
based  imprisonment  for  women  who  have 
AlDS-related  diseases  and  whose  health  is 
endangered  by  the  prison  environment.  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  group  recommends  community- 
based  residential  treatment  programs  for 
drug-addicted  women  convicted  of  crimes. 


particularly  women  with  AIDS,  as  an  alter¬ 
native  to  imprisonment. 

Smith  said  that  for  women  with  AIDS, 
“Their  ability  to  stay  well  in  a  prison  en¬ 
vironment  is  severely  compromised.”  She 
added  that  because  most  women’s  crimes 
are  nonviolent,  they  pose  no  threat  to  socie¬ 
ty.”  □ 

Burroughs 

Continued  from  page  3 

the  hearing  was  prohibited.  Representatives 
from  a  broad  array  of  AIDS-oriented  com¬ 
munity  groups  brought  written  testimony, 
which  was  allowed  for  the  JHCC  record, 
and  made  statements  in  a  dusty,  dimly-lit 
corridor  outside  the  plush,  newly- 
refurbished  hearing  chamber.  Leaflets  were 
handed  out  describing  the  bill  as  “A  Pro¬ 
tocol  For  Bad  Health  Policy.” 

After  presenting  counter-testimony,  the 
group  quietly  filed  into  the  JHCC  chamber 
to  present  written  testimony  and  then 
reassembled  to  organize  a  formal  lobbying 
effort.  Speakers  repeated  language  con¬ 
tained  in  the  flyer,  reiterating  Busby’s  insis¬ 
tence  that  the  bill  is  a  nuisance  in  that  most 
trials  are  conducted  through  the  federally- 
funded  ACTG  system  and  that  “limiting  the 
state’s  ability  to  release  protocol  informa¬ 
tion  would  merely  hinder  Massachusetts 
residents.” 

A  meeting  held  March  23  with  JHCC 
chair  Burke  was  attended  by  community 
AIDS  research  experts  including  Fred 
Mandel,  executive  director  of  the  CRl  of 
New  England,  and  Rochelle  Rollins  of  the 
Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition.  “We  met 
with  Senator  Burke.  We  told  him  the  bill 
was  a  bad  idea  and  that  we  hoped  it  would 
die  forever,”  said  Rollins.  She  emphasized 
the  need  for  AIDS  advocacy  organizations 
to  monitor  research,  especially  in  com¬ 
munities  of  color.  She  stressed  the 
numerous  organizations  that  regularly  in¬ 
volve  non-medical  people  in  decisions  about 
research  who  need  access  to  protocols,  such 
as  the  Harvard  ACTG  Community  Advi¬ 
sory  Board,  on  which  she  serves.  “Just 
when  there  is  more  community 
involvement,”  she  said,  “a  monkey  wrench 
has  been  thrown  in.”  Rollins  added  that 
“Research  is  not  looked  upon  favorably 
anyway  in  communities  of  color,  people 
remember  the  Tuskeegee  Syphilis  Experi¬ 
ment.  One  of  our  goals  is  to  build  a  strong 
research  component  [so  that  we  can] 
translate  protocols  into  lay  people’s  terms 
that  are  understandable.” 

Similarly,  Ted  Karavidas  of  Northern 
Lights  Initiatives  told  GCN  that  he  and 
others  wouldn’t  be  able  to  do  their  jobs  as 
well  if  the  initiative  passed.  “I  believe  that 
this  bill,  supported  by  the  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  Company,  serves  no  purpose  ex¬ 
cept  to  limit  the  information  that  is  needed 
by  people  with  AIDS  and  other  diseases  who 
may  desire  to  be  involved  in  experimental 
drug  trials.” 

Mandel  expounded,  “We’ve  spoken  at 
length  to  Senator  Burke  and  his  staff. 
They’ve  gotten  bad  advice.  My  sense  is  that 
it’s  not  activists  that  are  the  target,  it’s  the 
other  drug  companies,”  he  said,  adding, 
“They  do  need  support  from  the  activist 
community  to  move  drugs”  through  the 
system.  He  noted  the  good  relationship  the 
CRI  has  with  pharmaceutical  companies, 
saying,  “Frankly,  because  of  our  relation¬ 
ships  with  pharmaceutical  companies,  CRI 
of  New  England  will  have  no  difficulty  get¬ 
ting  protocols.  They  need  us.” 

Although  she  was  cautious  because  of  the 
power  of  the  biotech  lobby,  Sarah  Bachrach 
of  the  DPH  confirmed  that  the  department 
is  “opposed  to  the  bill  as  written  or  amend¬ 
ed  for  reasons  of  public  health.”' She  cited 
the  success  of  the  state’s  Clinical  Trials 
Registry,  set  up  with  the  input  of  ACT  UP 
and  utilizing  already-mandated 
information-gathering  capabilities  within 
the  state  system  to  list  trials  in  a  cost- 
effective  manner.  Bachrach  suggested  that 
the  biotech  lobby  was  unaware  of  the  kind 
of  cooperation  possible  through  community 
involvement  by  “well-informed  PWAs.” 
According  to  DPH  and  PWA  Coalition 
sources,  an  amendment  was  offered  on 
March  28  with  “compromise  language,” 
but  Bachrach  maintained  that  the  DPH 
“still  would  oppose  the  bill  as  written  or  am- 
mended.” 

Quietly  and  without  any  announcement, 
JHCC  went  into  Executive  Session  on  April 
2  and  voted  on  an  amended,  “compromise- 
language”  version  of  the  bill.  The  legislation 
was  reported  out  of  committee  favorably, 
just  as  many  activists  had  feared.  Last  week, 
the  bill  number  was  changed  to  S.  1578  and 
placed  in  the  Steering  and  Policy  Commit¬ 
tee,  where  it  is  on  hold  for  now.  □ 
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FIGHTING  AIDS  IN  BRAZIL 

‘  ‘  fVe  must  illuminate  the  person  with  AIDS  ’  ’ 

—  Herbert  Daniel,  Brazilian  PWA,  writer  and  AIDS  activist 


JARED  BRAITERtfAM 


he  AIDS  crisis,  including  the  spread  of  HIV  and  the  spread  of  prejudice  and  discrimination,  has  respected  none  of  the  traditional 

T  boundaries  of  sex,  age,  sexual  preference  or  national  frontiers.  A  new  consciousness  is  emerging  that  AIDS  cannot  be  contained  in  any 
single  community.  With  the  epidemic  now  present  in  1 77  countries  and  territories,  people  in  the  U.  S.  need  to  understand  the  politics  as 
well  as  the  epidemiology  of  AIDS  beyond  their  own  country’s  borders. 

Brazil  is  second  only  to  the  United  States  in  numbers  of  reported  AIDS  cases,  according  to  official  statistics  by  the  World  Health 
Organization.  In  the  city  of  Santos,  per  capita  AIDS  infection  surpasses  New  York  City.  Brazilian  AIDS  activists  charge  that  the  most  re¬ 
cent  official  statistics,  7, 757  cases,  is  the  product  of  massive  underreporting. 

In  the  following  interview,  Herbert  Daniel,  42  —  a  Brazilian  PWA,  prominent  writer  and  AIDS  activist  —  discusses  the  AIDS  crisis  in 
Brazil,  the  work  of  a  recently  formed  political  group  of  seropositive  people,  and  opportunities  for  international  solidarity. 

During  the  late  ’60s  and  the  ’70s,  Daniel  participated  in  the  armed  revolution  sweeping  Latin  America,  and  was  forced  into  exile  for  near 
ly  a  decade.  Ashe  describes  in  the  interview,  by  the  1980s  he  shifted  his  political  energies  from  class  to  sexual  politics.  He  remains  involved  in 
broader  political  issues  as  a  leader  in  the  Green  Party  (which  in  Brazil  addresses  the  rights  of  women.  Black  people,  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  workers  as  well  as  ecology). 

While  Brazilian  media  and  government  policy  frame  the  issue  of  AIDS  by  following  a  Western  model,  Daniel  argues  that  underdevelop¬ 
ment,  an  incompetent  government  and  a  different  sexual  culture  have  produced  a  distinctly  Brazilian  version  of  the  pandemic.  Imported 
models,  despite  their  seductive  appeal  to  those  who  view  themselves  as  like  Americans  (and  unlike  A fricans),  neither  adequately  predict  the 
population  affected  by  AIDS  nor  indicate  appropriate  strategies  for  education  and  treatment.  What  Daniel  terms  "chic”  models  serve  to 
silence  local  interpretations  and  strategies. 

Shortly  after  discovering  that  he  had  A  IDS,  Daniel  helped  found  a  political  group  of  seropositive  people  called  Pela  Vidda  ("For  Life  ’  ’), 
begun  in  Rio  last  May  and  now  forming  in  other  major  cities.  Pela  Vidda  combines  cultural  activism  with  political  action  to  challenge  mean¬ 
ings  assigned  to  AIDS  and  those  people  it  affects.  In  a  country  with  little  democratic  tradition,  Daniel  speaks  out  for  "citizenship,  ”  a  rally¬ 
ing  call  uniting  other  disenfranchised  groups  fighting  for  their  civil  rights. 

Pela  Vidda  produces  printed  materials  for  seropositive  people  and  PWAs,  and  protests  stigmatization  and  discrimination  against  those 
affected  by  the  pandemic.  The  group ’s  first  street  demonstration  caused  VARIG,  the  national  airline,  to  halt  its  mandatory  HIV  testing  for 
all  job  applicants.  Above  all,  the  group  demands  the  creation  of  a  national  program  for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  AIDS. 

In  his  latest  book  Life  Before  Death  (Rio:  Jaboti,  1989),  Daniel  writes  that  merely  to  affirm  he  is  alive  is  a  political  act.  Fighting  back 
against  the  premature  death  that  government  policy  and  the  media  assign  to  HIV  positive  people  and  PWAs,  Daniel  is  an  eloquent  advocate 
for  those  who  have  chosen  to  live  life  positively.  The  courage  to  affirm  life  against  all  obstacles  is  a  challenge  faced  by  people-  with  AIDS 
across  the  world. 

The  rapid  spread  of  the  AIDS  pandemic  has  demonstrated  a  collapsing  of  distance.  Daniel  argues  that  this  phenomenon  has  created  a 
space  and  an  urgency  for  international  solidarity  to  end  AIDS. 

I  interviewed  Daniel  in  August  of  1989  while  in  Brazil. 


Jared  Braiterman:  What  can  account  for 
the  speed  with  which  the  group  Pela  Vid¬ 
da  has  grown  so  quickly? 

Herbert  Daniel:  This  group,  which  means 
“For  the  Valorization,  Integration  and 
Dignity  of  Those  with  AIDS”  [the 
acronym  means  “For  Life”)  has  grown 
in  such  a  surprising  way  because  it  cor¬ 
responded  to  a  pressing  social  need.  Our 
idea  from  the  beginning  was  to  create  a 
group  that  fights  for  citizenship  and 
against  prejudice  and  discrimination,  a 
group  that  would  produce  specific 
materials  directed  at  the  population  most 


THERE  IS  AN  EXTREMELY 
STRONG  CULTURAL 
COMPONENT  IN  ALL 
POLITICAL  ACTION  WHICH 
HAS  TO  BE  VALORIZED. 


directly  affected  by  the  virus.  Our  group 
is  one  of  political  pressure  that  will  fight 
for  the  revindication  of  the  rights  of 
these  people.  We  must  demand  that  the 
government  take  measures  to  assist 
them.  For  this,  we  have  marched  in  the 
street,  and  the  group  has  lost  the  sense  of 
shame  characteristic  of  those  who  are  go¬ 
ing  to  die,  in  order  to  take  on  the 
boldness  of  those  who  are  totally  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  are  going  to  live,  and  live 
fully. 

Our  motto  is  “Viva  a  Vida”  (“Long 
Live  Life”)  and  when  we  shout  “Viva  a 
Vida”  we  are  also  transmitting  an  energy 
for  a  country  that  is  confronting  a  grave 
situation  of  economic,  social,  political 
and  ethical  crisis.  Our  group  is  within 
that  crisis,  it  is  the  result  of  that  crisis,  and 
at  the  same  time,  it  also  expresses  a 
global  interest,  in  that  AIDS  is  a  world 
problem.  The  Brazilian  crisis  forms  part 
of  a  much  larger  crisis,  which  is  the  crisis 
of  contemporary  civilization.  We  have  a 
political  consciousness  that  leads  us  to 
search  for  solutions  not  only  for  people 
with  AIDS  and  for  Brazil,  but  for  a  solu¬ 
tion  for  humanity  at  the  end  of  the  se¬ 
cond  millennium. 


It’s  impressive  that  your  group  has  so 
quickly  launched  public  demonstrations 
in  a  society  where  having  AIDS  and  even 
being  gay  are  usually  hidden. 

We  are  managing  to  come  out  from  this 
clandestineness.  Demonstrations  are  a 
surer  way  to  respond  to  prejudice.  We 
managed  to  bring  to  the  first  public 
demonstration  we  organized  around  40 
people  who  are  HIV-positive  and/or 
with  AIDS,  people  who  usually  remain 
hidden.  We  believe  that  it  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  fight  against  this  clandestineness. 
This  is  not  merely  a  Brazilian 
phenomenon.  Everywhere  in  the  world  it 
is  difficult  to  live  as  a  homosexual. 

Here  there  are  no  homosexual 
demonstrations.  Only  a  few  have  reveal¬ 
ed  themselves  publicly  to  defend  their 
rights.  This  is  an  extremely  serious  pro¬ 
blem,  which  makes  AIDS  even  graver 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
struggle  against  machismo  and  a 
retrograde  society  —  one  which 
stimulates  the  whole  hypocrisy  of  living 
homosexuality  clandestinely  —  has  been 
a  very  important  political  necessity  in 
Brazil.  The  best  way  to  wage  this  battle  is 
to  break  all  the  veils  of  hypocrisy  and  to 
show  oneself.  We  must  illuminate  the 
person  with  AIDS.  We  detest  the  figure 
of  the  person  with  AIDS  who  appears 
speaking  on  television  [in  government 
AIDS  prevention  campaigns]  with  his 
face  darkened  in  shadows,  as  if  this  was  a 
being  without  a  name  or  a  history.  The 
objective  of  Pela  Vidda  is  to  say,  “We 
have  names  and  these  are  our  stories.” 

In  your  most  recent  book  you  warn 
against  the  seductiveness  of  foreign 
AIDS  models  imported  to  Brazil.  What 
is  the  AIDS  situation  in  Brazil,  and  how 
does  it  differ  from  other  countries? 

When  I  say  that  AIDS  reflects  the  culture 
in  which  it  is  inscribed,  1  mean  to  say  that 
it  participates  in  interpersonal  relations 
that  are  defining  of  a  culture.  Evidently, 
in  accordance  with  the  culture  where  it 
arises,  [AIDS]  will  follow  a  path  conso¬ 
nant  with  the  material  and  symbolic 
resources  with  which  p>eople  will  react  in 
relation  to  [it).  A  society  like  the 


American,  for  example,  which  has  a 
determinate  relation  to  medicine  —  more 
privatist  and  efficient  —  will  react  in  a 
different  way  than  a  culture  like  the 
French,  where  there  is  a  social  health 
system  that  is  far  more  advanced. 

From  how  the  epidemic  develops  to 
the  responses  that  are  given  to  the 
epidemic,  each  culture  defines  AIDS, 
which  is  not  only  the  epidemic  of  the 
virus,  but  also  the  epidemic  of  the 
ideological  virus,  the  “Third  Epidemic” 
[of  panic  and  prejudice],  as  the  WHO 
has  called  it. 

In  Brazil  there  are  several 
distinguishing  characteristics,  like  the 
matter  of  blood.  This  issue  has  a  greater 
weight  here  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  due  to  the  immoral  commerce  of 
blood  which  has  produced  a  genocide 
against  hemophiliacs  and  people  in 
general  who  have  received  blood  transfu¬ 
sions.  [Blood  products  and  transfusions 
are  responsible  for  over  half  the  AIDS 
cases  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  the 
government  has  yet  to  safeguard  the 
blood  supply.] 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Brazilian 
sexual  culture,  its  very  diversity  makes 
the  issue  of  relations  between  men  far 
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more  complex.  The  epidemic  has  reached 
many  men  who  are  not  part  of  the 
homosexual  group,  which  leads  to 
transmission  through  sexual  contacts  to 
many  women. 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  homosexual  in 
Brazil? 

Everytime  people  ask  me  if  I  am 
homosexual,  I  say  “yes,”  but  with  a 
series  of  doubts  because  I  believe  that  the 


word  “homosexual,”  in  the  way  it  is 
used,  seems  like  a  clinical  diagnosis.  In 
Brazil,  there  are  tnany  words  that  refer  to 
behaviors  and  relations  between  men, 
many  loaded  with  prejudice  and  discrim¬ 
ination.  There  is  no  word  that  has  the 
value  of  “gay”  in  Brazil  —  that  is  a  word 
produced  by  a  political  movement  which 
took  consciousness  of  its  own  needs. 

In  Brazil,  there  is  an  intense  need  to 
struggle  for  citizenship,  for  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  right  to  difference.  Our  socie¬ 
ty  is  extremely  anti-democratic  and 
authoritarian  in  its  workings  and  does 
not  allow  the  exercise  of  difference. 
Violence  explodes  with  great  ease,  many 
homosexuals  are  victims  of  violence  —  a 
permanent  situation  in  Brazil,  which  is 
regarded  almost  with  pleasure  by  the 
police  —  almost  with  delight  by  the  most 
reactionary  sectors  of  society. 

The  great  difficulty  in  Brtizil  of  living  a 
masculine  desire  for  another  man  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  recognized  as  a  right  by 
Brazilian  citizens.  There  is  a  very  easy 
relationship  between  men  sexually,  as 
long  as  one  of  them  is  sexually  active  and 
the  other  sexually  passive.  This  is  a  rela¬ 
tionship  perfectly  incorporated  in  our 
daily  lives,  but  it  is  a  relationship  of  op¬ 
pression.  And  this  active-passive  dualism 
is  what  constitutes  the  source  of  all  op¬ 
pression  with  respect  to  sexuality  in 
Brazil.  Consequently,  any  movement  for 
sexual  freedom  that  arises  in  Brazil  must 
address  the  question  of  women,  that  is 
recognize  that  there  exists  neither  active 
nor  passive  in  a  relationship,  to  break 
these  labels.  In  this  way,  we  can  end  [sex¬ 
ual]  oppression,  including  that  against 
homosexuals. 

Your  life  has  always  been  very  public  and 
political.  In  the  late  ’60s  and  ’70s,  you 
took  up  arms  against  the  military  dic¬ 
tatorship  and  faced  many  years  in  exile. 
In  the  ’80s,  you  became  a  well-known 
author  on  sexuality  and  now  you  struggle 
as  an  AIDS  activist.  How  do  you  relate 
your  class  and  sexual  struggles? 

1  have  always  been  a  political  militant 
focused  on  the  struggle  for  democracy 
and  freedom.  Today  I  am  a  pacifist.  At 
that  time  (of  insurrection],  1  set  out  on 
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the  armed  struggle  because  of  a  lack  of 
political  maturity  and  because  of  the 
historical  situation  of  the  time  which  was 
different.  In  the  ’70s  I  began  to  par¬ 
ticipate  politically  in  the  struggle  for 
homosexual  rights,  because  when  I 
fought  as  a  guerilla  I  realized  that  the 
prejudice  of  the  Left  was  as  strong  as  that 
of  the  Right  in  relation  to  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  From  there  I  began  to  see  I  had  been 
fighting  for  political  freedom  forgetting 
that  freedom  is  not  divisible.  Either  you 
struggle  for  freedom  as  a  whole  —  and 
sexual  freedom  is  included  within  that 
freedom  —  or  you  are  not  struggling  for 
freedom  at  all. 

I  thought  it  was  very  important  to 
begin  to  discuss  politically  what  the 
struggle  for  sexuality  means,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  the  idea  that  politics  is  only 
based  on  certain  predetermined  struc¬ 
tures,  like  vanguards,  parties  and  institu¬ 
tions.  Politics  must  be  made  in  our  daily 
lives;  and  there  is  an  extremely  strong 
cultural  component  in  all  political  action 
which  has  to  be  valorized. 

When  AIDS  emerged,  it  turned  into  a 
great  vehicle  to  expose  the  conflicts  of 
society.  I  believe  that  to  preserve  oneself 
against  AIDS,  to  carry  out  prevention 
campaigns,  signifies  a  political  activity 
that  leads  to  a  recognition  of  these  frac¬ 
tures.  Today  there  exists  a  political 
dimension  to  the  fight  against  AIDS, 
which  is  precisely  the  reconstruction  of  a 
series  of  schemes  of  our  Western  society. 

As  an  example  I  can  cite  our  relation  as 
white  and  Western  men  to  the  culture  of 
the  Indians.  The  Indians’  relationship 
with  the  jungle  and  the  forest  is  done 
with  intense  wisdom.  Our  attitude 
towards  the  jungle  is  one  of  ignorance  or 
depredation,  a  posture  we  also  adopt 
when  we  face  death.  With  death,  we 
behave  as  we  would  with  the  tree,  which 
is  life  itself.  This  demonstrates  our  ig¬ 
norance  in  our  ecological  relationships 
with  the  planet. 

When  I  discovered  that  I  had  the  HIV 
virus,  the  strongest  thing  that  happened 
to  me  was  the  feeling  that  1  had  estab¬ 
lished  a  relationship  of  wisdom  with  my 
death.  I  felt  like  an  Indian  facing  a  tree. 
Upon  establishing  this  wise  relationship 
with  death,  I  observed  that  this  wisdom 
had  transferred  into  my  relationship  with 


life.  From  then  on,  I  began  to  appreciate 
much  more  my  life  and  I  began  to  insist 
on  saying  only  one  thing:  “I  am  alive  and 
I  have  AIDS.”  This  paradox  means  that 
I  guarantee  life  above  all  the  threats  that 
could  be  placed  upon  it.  My  sign  of  ex¬ 
istence  is  to  shout  “Viva  a  Vida,”  and 
that  is  my  Indian  relationship  with  death 
or  the  jungle,  which  is  to  say,  a  relation¬ 
ship  of  wisdom  that  Western  society 
must  recover. 

As  a  guerilla  you  strongly  condemned  the 
U.S.  for  contributing  to  dictatorship  in 
Brazil.  How  do  you  now  view  the  United 
States? 

I  have  always  believed  in  solidarity, 
even  when  I  fought  against  the  American 
government.  The  struggle  was  never 
against  the  American  people.  It  was  not 
the  masses  of  the  American  people  who 
supported  the  Brazilian  dictatorship, 
but,  rather,  a  large  part  of  them 
guarantee  a  system  of  oppression  and 
domination  which  makes  the  U.S.  an  un¬ 
fortunate  example  of  global  degrada¬ 
tion.  I  do  not  believe  that  only  the  U.S. 
represents  this  unfortunate  example.  The 
USSR  can  also  be  included  in  this  pic¬ 
ture. 

Today  when  I  see  solidarity,  I  feel  that 
many  of  my  brothers  and  sisters  are  in 
the  U.S.  dying  of  this  epidemic,  and  I 
feel  absolutely  like  a  brother  to  them.  I 
am  certain  that  all  of  us  together  can  con¬ 
front  the  sordid  economic  interests  that 
still  exist  on  earth,  interests  which  sud¬ 
denly  make  the  [pharmeceutical] 
laboratories  not  want  to  cure  the  disease, 
but  only  invent  medications,  which  is 
very  different. 

These  interests  establish  extremely 
deteriorated  North-South  relations, 
something  that  the  American  movement 
that  fights  against  AIDS  should  perceive. 
Many  times,  the  fact  that  the  epidemic 
started  in  the  U.S.  and  from  there  spread 
to  the  rest  of  the  world,  has  created 
elements  of  dependency  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  with  respect  to  the  U.S.  We  depend. 


AIDS  IS  ONLY  DEFEATED 
WHEN  WE  DO  NOT  FEAR  IT. 


in  order  to  treat  our  ill,  on  all  the 
technology  produced  in  the  U.S.,  which 
should  be  democratized  in  a  more 
humane  form,  not  to  produce  more  pro¬ 
fits  for  the  U.S.,  but  to  produce  solu¬ 
tions  for  the  health  problems  of  the 
whole  planet. 

Perhaps  AIDS  is  contributing  to  this 
more  humane  vision,  because  by  appear¬ 
ing  in  such  a  developed  country,  one 
which  thought  that  viruses  were  a  thing 
of  the  Third  World,  [AIDS]  has  shown 
how  a  developed  country  like  the  U.S. 
can  be  vulnerable  to  the  ecological  dise¬ 
quilibriums  of  the  whole  world.  And  if 
AIDS  is  a  huge  problem  in  the  U.S.,  im¬ 
agine  the  Chagas’  disease,  tuberculosis, 
leishmaniasis,  and  other  plagues  that 
devastate  the  Third  World.  Like  the  ap¬ 
peal  for  solidarity  in  relation  to  AIDS,  it 
would  be  possible  to  appeal  for  solidarity 
in  terms  of  understanding  for  all  human 
beings  and  their  right  to  life.  This  is  a  fact 
that  should  lead  Americans  to  reflect  a 
great  deal  because  right  now  they  are 
confronting  a  problem  that  millions  of 
people  around  the  world  permanently 
confront.  The  question  of  solidarity 
should  be  much  more  complex,  evalu¬ 
ated,  in  order  to  prevent  newly 
discovered  technologies  from  being  yet 
another  cause  for  domination,  driving 
the  poorest  countries  to  an  ever,  more 
wretched  position. 

What  impact  has  AIDS  had  on  the  lives 
of  Brazilian  homosexuals? 

The  numbers  we  have  with  respect  to 
the  illness  among  Brazilian  homosexuals 
are  truly  frightening.  Recently  I  saw  a 
study  of  Sao  Paulo  that  estimates  that 
roughly  300,000  homosexuals  are  already 
contaminated  by  the  HIV  virus.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  consciousness  corresponds 
to  the  gravity  of  the  problem.  I  think 
there  exists  the  beginning  of  a  con¬ 
sciousness  and  a  certain  panic,  which 
does  not  translate  into  concrete  actions 
for  prevention.  This  worries  me  because 
panic  confuses  a  great  deal,  but  it  never 
helps.  People  are  not  totally  conscious, 
they  are  fearful,  [a  reaction]  that  does 
not  solve  anything  because  AIDS  is  only 
defeated  when  we  do  not  fear  it. 

For  the  homosexuals  of  Brazil,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  get  going  with  prevention, 
with  the  understanding  of  what  AIDS  is, 
with  a  great  deal  of  clarity. 

Do  you  see  changes  in  behavior  because 
of  AIDS? 

Some  changes  have  occurred,  people 
are  using  condoms,  [engaging  in]  fewer 
risky  sexual  practices,  but  behavior  has 
.not  changed  so  much.  With  AIDS  it  is 
not  possible  to  employ  such  a 
mathematical  reasoning.  You  do  not  pre- 
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vent  [AIDS]  50  percent  by  using  con¬ 
doms  in  50  percent  of  [sexual]  relations. 

Changes  have  been  more  profound  in 
the  sense  of  incorporating  AIDS  as  one 
more  great  problem  in  the  difficulty  of 
existing  as  homosexuals.  It  is  already 
very  difficult  [for  us]  to  live  with  family, 
with  co-workers,  with  other  homosexual 
people.  The  homosexual  group  does  not 
have  a  very  strong  sense  of  solidarity;  sex 
and  class  differences  are  significant  in  the 
homosexual  milieu.  This  does  not  ony 
occur  between  Brazilian  homosexuals. 
Others,  in  various  parts  of  the  world  — 
particularly  older  homosexuals  —  suffer 
very  much  from  solitude  and  oppres¬ 
sions.  Together  with  old  age,  you  add  the 
fact  of  physical  deterioriation  which  is 
AIDS.  This  has  become  one  more  ele¬ 
ment  that  compounds  the  existential  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  homosexuals. 

What  is  important,  and  which  has  an 
element  to  be  fought,  is  called  “clandes¬ 
tineness”  and,  on  the  other  hand  —  an, 
element  that  needs  to  be  stimulated  — 
which  is  called  “solidarity,”  which  must 
operate  in  the  homosexual  world  in  order 
for  us  to  be  able  to  defeat  AIDS. 

With  the  defeat  of  AIDS,  existence 


will  be  easier  for  homosexuals,  who 
should  understand  that  it  is  not  enough 
to  have  sexual  relationships  with  one 
another,  but  to  have  more  profound  rela¬ 
tions,  not  only  of  love  or  sex,  but  rela¬ 
tionships  of  work,  friendship,  care  and 
close  companionship. 

Brazil  projects  an  image  abroad  as  a 
place  of  tremendous  sexual  freedom, 
particularly  through  images  of  Carnival, 
transvestites  and  the  "Mulatto 
Woman.  ’’And  yet  the  AIDS  crisis  has 
revealed  the  great  silence  and  censure 
surrounding  homosexuality  in  Brazil. 
Could  you  comment  on  this  apparent 
contradiction? 

There  is  not  so  much  a  contradiction. 
Carnival  is  a  moment  of  exhibition,  of 
freeing  that  which  is  most  prohibited. 
People  during  Carnival  do  not  exactly 
engage  in  sex,  but  rather  engage  in  some 
activities  which  are  most  repressed  dur¬ 
ing  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  Brazilian 
man  often  dresses  up  [during  Carnival] 
like  a  woman  in  order  to  scandalize  that 
which  he  most  criticizes  and  detests  in 
women,  which  is  the  “scandalous, 
weak”  side  of  women.  Generally,  it  is  the 
most  machistic,  arrogant  and  authoritar¬ 
ian  men  who  go  dress  up  as  women,  with 
make-up  and  dresses  from  their  wives 
and  daughters.  That  act  of  masquerading 
[as  women]  does  not  represent  an  accep¬ 
tance  of  women  or  homosexuals,  but 
rather  a  refusal,  an  insult  to  those  two 
groups. 

There  is  no  greater  freedom  —  what 
happens  is  that  in  the  large  Brazilian 
cities,  principally  Rio  which  is  a  very  sen¬ 
sual  city,  there  is  an  easiness  for  the 
foreigner  to  enter  the  circuit  of  sexual 
commerce.  That  image  of  Brazil  as  in¬ 
genuous,  sensual  and  sexual  is  an  image 
created  to  sell  to  the  foreign  tourist  and 
not  what  operates  in  our  daily  lives.  That 
side  of  sexual  freedom  does  not  exist,  it  is 
only  an  exterior  side,  of  show,  and  in  this 
side  is  also  inscribed  repression.  There  is 
no  paradox  in  that;  the  fact  is  that  there 
is  a  violent  pressure  and  a  reaction,  a  dif¬ 
ferent  image  than  what  really  exists. 

You  received  [last  summer]  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Jonathan  Mann,  director  of  World 
Health  Organization’s  Global  Program 
on  AIDS,  praising  your  work  and  extoll¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  a  global  network 
of  non-governmental  organizations, 
especially  those  composed  of  seropositive 
people  and  people  with  AIDS.  Could  you 
expand  on  this? 

We  have  had  contact  with  interna¬ 
tional  groups  and  it  is  important  that 
they  write  to  us  so  we  can  work  together. 
Dr.  Mann  opened  up  the  way  for  me  to 
participate  in  the  global  AIDS  program 
in  Geneva.  He  spoke  with  me  a  great  deal 
about  the  necessity  of  grassroots  groups 
working  with  AIDS  to  be  not  only  for 
people  with  AIDS,  but  by  people  with 
AIDS.  He  sees  people  with  AIDS  not  on¬ 
ly  as  part  of  the  problem,  but  a  part  of 
the  solution  to  the  problem,  a  politic 
which  is  fundamental.  We  also  commit¬ 
ted  to  elaborate  here  in  Brazil  the  new 
logo  for  the  global  AIDS  program, 
which  will  be  based  on  our  principle 
“Viva  a  Vida,”  [and]  which  will  be 
translated  into  all  languages,  becoming  a 
type  of  invitation  for  people  to  reflect  on 
AIDS  across  the  world. 

Have  you  borrowed  tactics  from  AIDS 
groups  in  other  countries? 

Different  cultures  produce  very  dif¬ 
ferent  political  activities.  At  times  it  is 
very  dangerous  to  have  models.  AIDS 
activism  in  the  U.S.  has  a  capacity  for 
mobilization  and  a  type  of  activity  that 
does  not  always  fit  our  country.  U.S.  ac¬ 
tivism  focuses  on  certain  revindications 
that  are  distant  from  ours  —  we  have 
more  things  to  demand  than  they.  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  exist  models  of 
group  formation  nor  of  activities.  I 
believe  that  we  can  learn  from  ex¬ 
periences  and  understand  differences. 

There  are  very  fine  examples  of 
heroism  and  human  grandeur  provided 
by  non-governmental  [AIDS]  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  entire  world.  All  those 
organizations  are  moving,  in  the  sense 
that  they  possess  a  new  understanding  in 
the  relation  [of  humanity]  with 
epidemics,  which  is  a  permanent  world 
risk.  It  looks  like  in  the  end  of  the  ’80s  we 
are  changing  towards  a  situation  in  which 
we  are  no  longer  dividing  the  world  be¬ 
tween  sick  and  healthy  people,  between 
risk  groups  and  non-risk  groups,  and 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


WHERE  THE 
GUYS  ARE! 


(SCOPYRIGHT  1990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTI 
•YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER* 
PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  N 


X  Video,  Out-of-Town.  all  TIcketron  outlets,  ConcertCharge  and  Teletron.  FOR  ALTAZOR  ONLY 
X  New  Words  and  Harvard  Info  Office-Holyoke  Center. 

Z  BY  MAIL:  Check  or  MC/VISA/AMEX  and  SASE 

Z  to  nevolutionary  Acts! ,  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  022B8 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS! 


MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 


presents 


The  all-woman  Latin  American  New  Song  group 

ALTAZOR 

celebrating  their  new  album 

"...  cultural  Integrity,  musical  excellence, 


Saturday,  April  21 
8x00  pm 
Pain*  Hall  O- 

Harvard  Music  Building 
Free  parking 

Tickets:  $12.50  in  advance, 
$13.50  at  door 


An  evening  of  comedy  with 


KATE  CLINTON 


with  Bobbi  Carmitchell 


^  Sunday,  May  6 
4  &  7:30  pm 
Emerson  Majestic  Theater 

219  TremonI  St.,  Boston  ^0 

Tickets:  $15.50  plus  .50  restoration  fee 
(all  seals  reserved) 


TIckPts  at:  Wood  k  Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone:  617/641-2131),  Sandy's  Music,  Arborway 


Revolutionary  Acts  is  a  woman-owned,  woman-operated  production  company. 


Select  Yout  Next  Mate 

Your  Call 
Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 

p  MNNHUm  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 
BTAlKEim  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 

4 

B  BEmm  -  For  the  men  of  your  choice 

mCOBB  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

B  RETBIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
^  /laviflj  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


HATE 

.  meaningful  Relalionship 


lice  Mail  Box  1-900-820-8017 


0.75  cts  per  min.  1.50  first  min 


Live  Action  1-900-999-MANN 

I  Free  121 3]  61  7-0753  *  *o 

^APPICABLE  GUWAWTtEDKWHECTIOMWH^^^'  "*  ■  (bk.l£RS MUST  BE  18  YB5  OROtPEB 


» 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 

Sun.  May  6,  3PM 

LAUGH  TIL  YOU  DROP 

Women's  Comedy  Competition 

$6.00 

Featuring 
Nancy  Munro 
Caron  Ooch 
Maria  Faizone 
Helene  Lantry 
Michelle  Bono 
Cindy  Nelson 
Regina  Gillis 

Maryhelen  Shuman-Groh 
Elaine  Gold-Garcia 
Susie  Macksey 
Myra  Slotnick 


Sun.  May  20 
INDIGO 

1ST  ANNIVERSARY 
JAM  PARTY 
4 -8PM 


COMING  SOON 

SAT.  June  2 
DIANE  PONZIO 


SAT.  June  9 
JUNE  MILUNGTON 


YOU  CAN 
ALWAYS 
GO 
TO 

INDIGO! 

INDIGO 

WEDNESDAY 

...and  visit  us  Thurs.  &  Fri.  after  work. 
AND  DANCE  YOUR  SOCKS  OFF  SAT.  NIGHTS! 


INOIOO  Wrwre  Women  Meet  Women 


*823  Mam  Street.  Car-rbridge,  MAO2130  IB  1 T)  4 S'?  "7200 


1000*8  Hars;  WBdntsdtvBPM-l/UIITfij^AW^ 
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1  V ▼  >^1%  the  lunar  calendar 

1  '  ™  DEDICATED  TO  THE  GODDESS 

1  IN  HER  MANY  GUISES 

AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 

BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 

OR  COMPATIBLE 
"Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (Included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R.  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price;  S595 

Demo  Disk:  S10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 

S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 

•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have' wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

'  Hosken  and  Associates 

Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Sixteenth  ^ 
Annual 
national 
Ulomen’s 
lAusic 
Festiual 


Although  musk  is  an  impotlanl  port  of  this  festival,  its  emphasis  is  on  ihe  broad  spectrum  of 
women's  culture  through  workshops,  special  conferences,  networking  and  seminars. 


may  31  thru  June  3. 1990 

at  the  Indiono  University  Campus 
Bloomington,  Indiono 


0  All  Indoor  Festival  ^ 

0  Three  Evenings  of  Concerts 
^  0  Over  100  Workshops  including: 

•  Women  of  Color 

•  Women  &  Money  ^ 

•  Older  Women's  Series 
^  0  Writers  Conference 

0  Spirituality  Conference  < 

0  Performers  &  Producers  Series 
0  Thursday  Evening  DANCE  ! 

0  Open  Mic  &  Evening  Music 
0  Craftswomen  &  Merchants 


Main  Stage  Performers: 

'  Holly  Near  •  Pally  Larkin  •  Perron ' 

•  Deidre  McColla  •  Moy  Sarlon  • 

•  Heather  Bishop  &  Sherry  Shule  • 
•  Linda  Tillery  •  Adrienne  Torf  • 

•  Buffy  Sainte-Marie  • 
EMCEE:  Debra  Mullins 

For  more  Information  write 
to  NWMf,  Dept.  GCN,  P.0,  Box 
H27,  Indpl's.,  IN  46206  1427 
or  call:  (317)  636-7382 


Announcement 

The  Leather  Institute  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Conference 
which  will  be  held  on  July  18th,  1990  Warn  -  4:45pm,  in  Washington,  DC 
seeks  speakers  and  people  interested  in  helping  out.  Topics  for  workshops 

include: 

•  legal  issues  •  media  censorship  •  medical  issues  •  therapy  and  SM 

•  “coming  out”  as  a  leatherperson  in  the  professional  arena 

•  “advanced”  issues  for  tops  and  bottoms  in  play  and  relationships 

Interested  persons  contact: 

Beth  Brown,  MD 
c/o  Pat  Califia 
POB  14154 
SF,  Ca.  94114 
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Continued  from  center 

between  those  who  inform  and  those  who 
receive  information.  We  are  uniting,  giving 
one  another  help.  We  are  discovering  the 
meaning  of  something  fundamental,  which 
is  solidarity. 

What  experiences  of  yours  could  people  in 
the  U.S.  learn  from? 

I  do  not  believe  that  we  have  things  to 
teach  but  rather  [things]  to  participate  [in] 
together,  experiences  to  share.  There  ought 
to  be  a  politicization  of  the  AIDS  perspec¬ 
tive  in  the  U.S.,  breaking  with  the  idea  that 
AIDS  is  an  American  problem.  Americans 
seem  to  be  me  very  preoccupied  with  the 
question  of  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  It  is  important 
that  they  become  concerned  about  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  globally. 

You  were  named  the  presidential  candidate 
by  the  Green  Party.  [Daniel’s  resignation 
was  accepted  one  month  later.]  You  are  also 
the  first  HIV-positive  presidential  candidate 
in  the  world.  What  are  your  plans  for  this 
campaign? 

The  cmapaign  has  a  strongly  symbolic 
character,  which  seeks  to  express  that  life  is 
that  which  we  construct,  that  it  is  possible  to 
live  in  spite  of  all  the  contradictions  and  cir¬ 
cumstances.  We  aim  to  give  a  great  blow  in 
the  stomach  of  prejudice  and  discrimina¬ 
tion,  saying  that  it  is  possible  that  a 
homosexual  be  a  candidate  for  the  Presiden¬ 
cy  of  the  Republic,  that  a  person  with  a 
publicly  revealed  and  recognized  illness  can 
be  a  candidate  for  public  office.  We  must 
construct  a  presidency  in  this  country  (after 
decades  of  military  rule  and  authoritarian¬ 
ism),  and  we  believe  that  we  can  only  con¬ 
struct  it  based  on  certain  elements  of  utopia, 
which  has  been  discredited. 

You  are  a  person  who  radiates  passion  and 
hope.  What  is  your  vision  of  the  future? 

I  have  a  great  faith  in  the  future  because  I 
believe  it  is  now.  Those  who  believe  so  much 
in  the  future  and  wait  for  it,  do  not  obtain 
anything.  I  am  impassioned  for  the  present, 
not  for  something  that  will  happen.  Tht  is 
utopia  —  utopia  is  not  something  you 
realize  in  the  future.  You  realize  utopia 
now,  here,  in  the  immediate  relations  you 
have  with  people,  in  the  smiles  you  give,  in 
the  hugs  you  make.  To  hug  someone  is  to 
hug  life.  You  must  hug  and  grab  the  present, 
because  there  is  no  alternative,  no  other 
form. 

I  have  many  hopes,  but  it  is  not  an  expec¬ 
tation  of  what  will  come  or  what  will  occur. 
It  is  the  possibility  that  I  have  now  to  con¬ 
struct  what  is  already  occurring.  I  project 
my  utopia  in  my  time,  in  my  present,  in  my 
now.  For  this  reason  I  am  very  impassioned. 

Claudia  and Marcelo  Secron  Bessa provided 
assistance  in  transcribing  the  interview. 
Karin  van  Den  Dool  kindly  offered  im¬ 
provements  to  the  translation. 

Note:  Daniel  recently  joined  the  global 
boycott  of  the  Sixth  International  AIDS 
conference  in  San  Francisco  this  June. 
Daniel  decided  not  to  come  because  the  U.  S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
‘  restricts  the  travel  of  HIV-positive  people 
and  denies  them  confidentiality.  By  holding 
this  conference  and  scheduling  the  next 
three  in  countries  with  restrictive  travel 
policies,  the  conference  organizations  and 
the  World  Health  Organization  have  made  a 
grave  error;  like  the  U.S.  government,  they 
fail  to  recognize  PWAs  as  crucial  members 
of  the  struggle  against  AIDS.  Daniel’s 
absence  will  be  our  loss.  (Additionally,  the 
INS  has  conducted  the  largest  mandatory 
testing  program  in  the  world.  Over  four 
million  people  have  been  tested,  and  the 
U.S.  deports  even  those  infected  here  who 
have  lived,  worked,  and  paid  taxes  for  more 
than  eight  years,  immigrants  who  would 
otherwise  qualify  for  citizenship  under  the 
amnesty  program.)  □ 

Prego 

Continued  from  back  page 
is  a  phrase  which  crops  up  frequently  to 
distinguish  it  from  the  diagnosis  of  homo¬ 
sexual  men  and  IV  users  —  but  questions 
and  ambivalences  always  seemed  to  lurk  on 
the  edges  of  these  stories.  What  if  Veronica 
Prego  was  lying  about  who  drew  the  blood 
and  it  was  her  own  carelessness,  not  Joyce 
Fogel’s,  which  caused  the  needle  stick? 
Several  years  ago  doctors  and  other  health 
care  workers  could  actually  get  away  with 


either  refusing,  or  at  least  complaining 
about,  dealing  with  people  with  AIDS  on 
the  grounds  of  protecting  their  own  health. 
More  recently  this  has,  even  in  the  popular 
imagination,  become  unacceptable.  There 
was  some  sentiment,  although  never  vocal¬ 
ized  very  forcefully,  that  Prego’s  contrac¬ 
ting  AIDS  was  a  risk  she  ran  in  her  job.  It 
was  too  bad,  but  that’s  life. 

And  then  there  was  the  matter  of  the 
money.  To  almost  everyone,  $175  mil 
seemed  like  a  lot.  Prego  and  her  attorneys 
claimed  that  it  was  needed  for  her  continu¬ 
ing  medical  care.  But  in  a  city  in  the  midst  of 
a  major  financial  crisis,  where  the  health 
care  and  hospital  system  is  always  under 
great  distress,  and  where  the  streets  are 
visibly  filled  with  disenfranchised  people 
who  need  immediate  mental  and  physical 
care,  the  medical  needs  of  Dr.  Prego  may 
have  seemed,  if  not  inconsequential,  at  least 
not  worth  $175  million. 

Last,  and  probably,  not  least,  Prego’s 
gender  played  a  part  in  the  public  perception 
as  mirrored  in  the  press.  Two  women 
challenging  one  another’s  veracity  gave  the 
case  a  soap-opera  quality  which  helped, 
again,  to  hide  the  real  issues.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  whether  or  not  one  of  the  participants 
would  have  been  believed  more  readily  and 
more  easily  if  one  had  been  a  man.  If  he 
were  a  man  supporting  a  family,  would 
there  be  more  sympathy  for  him  and  his 
dependents?  If  he  were  asking  for  a  $175 
million  settlement,  would  it  be  seen  as  ex¬ 
cessive  or  merely  appropriate?  Prego  was 
never  called  a  liar  or  greedy  or  emotionally 
manipulative  by  the  press,  but  the 
unspoken,  many  times,  unacknowledged, 
differences  in  gender  appropriateness, 
always  play  a  part  in  any  public  discussion. 

Gay  press  was  silent 

By  spotlighting  only  the  personalities  and 
personal  actions  in  the  Prego  case,  the  press 
and  broadcast  media  quickly  lost  sight  of 
the  work-safety  issues.  Prego  claims  that  she 
was  never  given  any  information  about  AIDS 
when  she  began  working  for  Kings  County 
Hospital  in  1981  and  that  the  care  and  ad¬ 
vice  she  was  given  after  the  needle  stick  was 
inadequate.  By  focusing  on  Veronica  Prego 
as  a  victim  —  certainly  an  image  promoted 
by  her  own  lawyers,  who  were  looking  for 
the  sympathy  vote  on  the  jury,  the  media 
failed  to  examine  the  broader  issues:  what 
education  is  available  to  health  care 
workers?  How  are  hospitals  dealing  with 
those  who  experience  the  rare,  accidental, 
needle  stick?  What  insurance  opetions  are 
available  to  health  care  workers  who  are 
diagnosed  with  HIV  infection,  not  mater 
how  they  were  exposed  to  it?  While  no  one  in 
the  press  ever  really  said  that  getting  AIDS 
was  worth,  or  not  worth,  $175  million,  they 
also  didn’t  talk  about  the  real  medical  costs 
of  everyday  HIV  treatment;  what  medical 
options  are  available  and  for  how  much. 

The  majority  of  the  gay  press  and  gay 
journalists  have  been  curiously  silent  about 
the  Prego  case.  Perhaps  they  perceived  it, 
somewhat  rightly,  as  an  over-publicized 
courtroom  drama  with  no  real  ramifications 
for  the  majority  of  people  with  AIDS.  Or 
perhaps  they  were  holding  their  collective 
breath  hoping  that  the  final  verdict  would 
not  grant  Prego  her  asking  price  and  pave 
the  way,  both  legally  and  socially,  for  other 
health  care  professionals  —  supported  by 
their  administrations  in  fear  of  large  law¬ 
suits  —  to  refuse  to  administer  medical 
treatments  to  PWAs. 

But  when  all  is  said  and  done,  the  prob¬ 
lem  with  the  press  coverage  of  the  Prego 
case  is  not  that  the  print  and  broadcast 
media  turned  it  into  a  soap  opera,  that  is 
almost  a  given  in  this  age  of  sound-bite  and 
flash-trash  news  reporting.  But  after  almost 
a  decade,  it  is  clear  that  the  press  still  has  no 
idea  of  how  to  write,  honestly  and  clear¬ 
headedly,  about  AIDS.  People  living  with 
the  HIV  infection  have  to  be  labeled  either 
innocent  or  guilty  victims;  the  failing  of  the 
health  care  system  to  deal  with  the  range  and 
variety  of  HIV  infection  is  seen  as  idiosyn¬ 
cratic  and  not  part  of  a  larger  social  prob¬ 
lem;  the  reporting  of  personal  tragedy  is 
seen  as  more  important  than  consistent  and 
useful  prevention  guidelines  and  informa¬ 
tion. 

But  the  bottom  line  is  that  the  press  has 
never  learned  to  write  about  AIDS  without 
implicit  moral  judgments.  And  while  moral 
judgments  against  IV  users  or  gay  men  are 
easily  made,  the  people  and  the  actions  in 
the  Prego  trial  were  more  complex;  the 
stereotypes  were  less  secure  and  the  popular 
prejudices  less  exacting.  In  an  attempt  to 
avoid  substantial  issues  the  press  marketed 
the  life  of  Veronica  Prego  as  a  soap  opera, 
only  to  find  that  as  such  it  was  without  con¬ 
tent  and  without  meaning.  □ 
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Dial 

1-900-230-HUNK 

to  leave  and  listen  from 
others  with  the  most  advanced 
technology-complete  p)rivacy 
TRY  IT! 

I-9OO-999-2LUV 

Live  Instant 
Connection 
To  Other  Coliers 
One  on  One  „ 

Available  / 


THE  MHLEBOX 


96PS)MN 


UVX  CONNECTION 


aO''  <  A®  VO' 


S1.45/min.  More  Info;  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3235 


I 


RECORD  YOUR  OWN  AD  AND  OPEN  UP  A  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  INSTANTLYI 
LISTEN  TO  LOCAL  AOS  IN  TOUR  AREA  •  MEET  MEN  IN  YOUR  AREA  NOWI 
RECEIVE  MESSAGES  IN  YOUR  OWN  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  TONICHTt 


MEN  FOR  MEN 

I  (900)  234-9500 


ADULTS 

ONLY 


1*550*WOMI\i 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  LINE 


GET  CONNECTED  TO  THE  NEXT  WOMN  CALUNG  jN| 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Rqjlics  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
*  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

NEWMR  X 

NEWMR’s  tenth  year  festival  celebration  will  be  held 
over  Labor  Day  weekend  8/31  thru  9/3  at  Echo  Lark 
Camp  in  Poyntelle,  PA.  Tenting  and  cabins  available. 
Concerts,  performances,  video,  crafts  area,  workshops, 
activities,  games,  swimming,  more.  For  more  info  send 
SASE:  NEWMR-GC,  P.O.  Box  217,  New  Haven,  CT 
06513 _ 

JUST  WOMEN 

Bright,  beautiful,  intelligent,  sensitive,  honest,  playful, 
warm,  MATURE,  funny,  spiritual,  goal-oriented  JUST 
WOMEN,  The  Dating  Serice  for  Women  like  us.  CALL 
NOW:  (617)248-0135 _ (42) 

ARE  YOU  READY...! 

Are  you  HONEST,  MASCULINE,  ROMANTIC,  and 
want  to  meet  others  like  yourself?  CALL  (617)  523-4444 
ask  for  Bob  or  Andy.  CONNECTION,  Ltd.  The  Dating 
Service  that  Delivers  RESULTS... _ (42) 

LWF,  40,  non-smoker,  wants  to  meet  other  LFs  who  en¬ 
joy  outdoors,  pets,  quiet,  music,  no  drugs.  New  Bed- 
ford.  GCN  Box  388. _ O?) 

SM 

Boston-based  bear  novice  looking  to  expand  experience 
and  push  limits.  Interested  top  men  looking  for  self- 
contained  scenes  with  eager,  late-20s  SM  dabbler,  please 
respond  to  GCN  Box  358. _ (39) 

FENS  ATTACKSI! 

Since  January,  1990  at  least  8  men  have  been  brutally  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  Fens  neighborhood  both  in  and  around  the 
park.  Don’t  walk  alone!  Anyone  with  information  to 
help  in  the  investigation  should  contact  Detective  Har¬ 
rington  at  Area  D  at  247-4683  or  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center’s  Victim  Recovery  Program  (VRP)  at 
267-0900.  Confidentiality  assured  with  VRP. _ (40) 

GAY  &  ALONE! 

ComQuest  offers  an  inexpensive  computer  matching  ser¬ 
vice  for  gay  men.  There  is  no  need  to  be  alone!  Call  for  a 
free  information  packet  ! -8(X)-633-6%9  anytime.  (45) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencirtg  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  arid  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  4264469. 


SERVICES 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ (43) 

JOB  WANTED 

GWM,  31,  healthy,  closeted,  college-educated,  town 
planner  in  fast  growing  conservative  southern  New 
Hampshire  community.  Six  years  of  Exp.  Strong 
knowledge  of  land  use,  zoning  and  growth-related 
issues.  Seeks  professional  planning  orientated  position 
in  private  sector  or  organization  with  a  more  liberal  and 
safe  working  environment.  Fearful  —  please  help!  P.O. 
Box  1507,  Salem,  NH  03079-9998  (^) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MO 

1755  Beocon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7SM 


me/l 

POSTERS  GRAPHICS  PAINTINGS 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 


General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


You’ve  Kept  This 
Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it 
was  your  fault.  You’re  still 
mistrustful  of  people. 

You  feel  different,  less  than 
others.  And  so  ashamed. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  n»re  room'  just  keep  wnimg  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S«  per  word  (35«  per  word  (or  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

G  Flamer  (S3. 00  x  , 
G  Bold  (SI. 50  x_ 


_  number  of  runs) 
number  of  runs) 


My  utepry  is: 

L'J  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  Q  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  1  HOUSING  WANTED 

:  APARTMENTS  O  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  J  PUBLICATIONS  ~  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  GRIDES  O  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  S 

DiKounts 

'I  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lO'^'o  S 
21-30consecuiive  weeks.  Deduct  15®/o  S, 
31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20®'o  $. 

G  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  S2  S  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  S4  for  6  weeks  S. 

Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  S  . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  . 

US:  S33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Dtspla)t  Boxed  Classifieds 
Gi$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  X  $15  $. 

Total  $  . 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


OjC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

InsurancB 
for  all  your  noods 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupimcture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acuptmcture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  te  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th6-ll  PM  and  Fri& Sun  6 -8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  lf>}-7S73 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave^  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wfujlistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


^BicrcifscrtdouTQ 

•  NEW  8.  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


WOMEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Explore  &  expand  your  relationship 
to  yourself  others. 

« 

Adult  children  of  alcoholics  & 
dysfunctional  family  issues 
will  be  included. 

CHERYL  A.  PROCACCINl,  LICSW 

The  Delphi  (Tenter  of  North  (Juincy  (on  Redline) 

(617)  786-0137 

(ind.  &  couple  therapy  also  available) 


JOHN  GRAVES  PhD 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


(617)  266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON,  MA  02215 


G' 


CN  SPECIALS 

BONE  UP 

on  GCN  news  stories  covered  by  veteran  correspondent 
John  Zeh.  Audio  cassettes  of  important  news  and 
cultural  events  raise  consciousness  while  communtin, 
doing  chores,  or  relaxing.  Hear  Barney  Frank,  Simon 
Nkoli,  Louis  Sheldon,  Wiliam  Dannemeyer  et  al.  For 
catalog,  send  $2  (applied  to  order)  to  John  Zeh,  1455 
Chapin  St,  NW,  Washington.  DC  20009-4510.  (42) 

Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  the  picking  up  or  mail  cost.  Call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

LIKE  TO  TALK  ON  THE  PHONE! 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  come  in  from  10-2  on 
Thursdays  to  do  just  that!  Answer  phones,  people’s 
questions,  and  refer  calls.  Ask  for  Margaret  426-4469. 


H 


CLP  W  A  N  T  F  n 


PROFESSIONAL 

Professional  carpentry  12  years,  experience,  references. 
Additions,  decks,  re-modeling,  custom  shelves,  plat¬ 
form  bunk  beds,  kitchen,  bathroom,  re-models,  repair 
work.  Also  painting.  Call  Pam  Bearden  (603)  286-8798. 
_ (40) 

ASSISTANT  STORE  MANAGER 
The  Arlington  Food  Co-op  is  looking  for  an  A.ssistant 
Store  Manager.  This  position’s  primary  responsibility  is 
managing  the  produce  and  dairy  departments.  Appli¬ 
cants  should  have  experience  working  with  produce 
and/or  perishables  and  with  supervising  other 

employees.  Any  other  retail  or  food  experience  would  be 
helpful.  Hire  by  June  1st.  Plea.se  send  resumes  to  the 
Arlington  Food  Co-op,  P.O.  Box  497,  Arlington  ,  MA 
02174. _ ^ _ (^) 

BOOKKEEPER 

The  Arlington  Food  Co-op  seeks  a  full-charge  book¬ 
keeper.  Part-time  position,  8-12  hours  per  week.  Com¬ 
puter  familiarity  is  required.  Hire  by  May  1st,  1990. 

Contact  Beth  Imhoff  at  648-3663. _ ^) 

SHIPPING 

Packing  and  shipping  books,  some  other  responsibili¬ 
ties,  for  gay  publisher.  Full-time.  Non-smoking  office. 
$6/hour  plus  benefits.  Phone  Tina  at  Alyson  Publica- 
tions,  542-5679. _ (^) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 


O  R 


SALE 


SELLING  m 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week ! _ 

Ever  buy  a  piece  of  exercise  equipment  in  the  hopes  that 
you  would  use  it?  I  did.  Now  I’m  moving  and  I  have  this 
really  nice  weight  bench  that’s  almost  never  been  used. 
New  it  cost  $250  but  I’m  letting  it  go  for  $100  or  best 
offer.  Not  interested?  How  about  an  amazing  hammock 
stand  from  L.L.  Bean.  Only  $25!  Call  Jennie  at 
426-4469  (d)  or  524-1390  (eves). 

EVERETT/MALDEN  LINE 

Two-bedroom  corner  unit,  modern  kitchen,  bath,  a/c, 
d/w,  w/w.  Good  investment.  Present  rent  800.00  per 
month.  Low  fee,  deeded  parking.  Asking  $108, 5(X). 
628-3273. _  (39) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

SOMERVILLE  -  DAVIS  SQ 

2F’s  seek  IF  (28-35)  for  semi  co-op  in  Somerville.  Fun, 
nice’n  neat  house.  Owners  of  nice  house  $300  per  month 
plus  utilities.  Call  628-1868. _ (41) 

LF  artisfseeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  apt.  in  JP.  Steps  to 
Arboretum,  bus,  and  orange  line.  No  smoke,  have  dog 
and  cat,  no  more.  $375-plus  avail  6/ 1 .  524-6839.  (40) 

2ND  A  3RD  FLOOR  IN  E.  ARLINGTON 
2LFs  seek  3rd  for  spacious  sunny  house  —  yard,  por¬ 
ches,  laundry,  off-street  parking,  own  phone  line.  No 
smk/pets.  S4O0  plus  utilities.  Call  648-0970  or  646-6607. 
Leave  message.  (40) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  "Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


J.P.  2  GM  seek  3rd.  Large,  sunny  apt.  260-plu.s.  1 
minute  from  T.  Non  smoker,  no  drugs,  responsible, 
creative,  cal  loving.  Marcus  666- 1 684. _ (39) 

SALEM,  MA: 

GF  28-plus  to  share  2  bedroom  apartment,  2  bath, 
fireplace,  porch,  parking.  Includes  heat  and  utilities 
S350.  Call  (508)  744-1960.  Leave  message. _ ^) 

LF  A  GM  SEEKING  ROOMMATE 
For  politically  incorrect  pagan  household  in  Somerville. 
DW,  W&D,  on  Orange  line.  $260-plus  utilities.  628-7744 
9am  to  9pm. _ (40) 

SUMMER  -  SUMMER... 

Lesbian  looking  for  dyke,  faggot  or  couple  for  cheap 
Harvard  Sq.  apt  from  May  1  through  August.  Large 
sunny  room  $26S.(X).  Call  Jude  at  354-7457 _ (40) 

MISSION  HILL 

GWM  seeking  roommate  for  2  bdrm  apt.  $300-plus.  No 
drugs  or  smoking.  445-9722.  Immediate  occupancy. 
Washer  and  i 


1  dryer. 


040) 


S  DYKES  IN  |P 

Collective  lesbian  household  seeks  LF  over  25  to  share 
irreverance  fashion  intervention  and  apple  pancakes. 
Feminists  vegetarians  activists.  Spacious  home  near 
green  and  orange  Ts,  pond  and  great  ice  cream.  Rent  a 
mere  24L67-plus.  All  this  and  more.  Call  Today: 
524-0821.  _ _ _ ^) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverani  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cals.  Fle.x  move  in  dale.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

SOMERVILLE  TEELE  SQ. 

LF  26-plus  wanted  for  spacious  sun-filled  5rm  apt. 
Quiet,  close  to  public  irans.  Please,  no  smoke,  pels  or 
drugs.  Call  628-32 1 6,  leave  message.  $250-plus.  (39) 

2  I.Fs  seek  3rd  for  T-access.  Allston  Isl  fl.  apt.  Lg. 

Bedroom,  friendly,  fun,  storage,  $333-plus,  254-2025. 
Available  immediately. _ ^) 

2LF's  and  I  BiF  seek  another  for  sunny,  spacious  Porter 
Sq.  home.  No  smokers,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  We  have 
1  cat.  $350-plus.  491-4005. _ (39) 

Newton,  Upper  Falls.  LF  looking  to  share  two  bedroom 
apt.  Large  bedroom  available.  Cat  OK.  $350.00  heal 
and  utilities  included.  Call  %9-7939. _ (39) 

Independent,  friendly,  political  household  in  Cambridge 

seeks  4ih  woman  25-plus.  Semi-veg.  No  pets,  drugs, 
smoke.  Avail.  April  1st.  Cheap  rent.  497-7828. _ (39) 

3  LF  seek  4lh  Belmont  4BR,  spacious  hardwood  floors, 

fireplace,  off-sircel  parking,  bus-line.  25-plus  friendly 
independent,  no  smoke,  no  drugs.  S280-plus.  Sara  or 
Sandy  484-8527. _ ^) 

I  csbian  Roommate  wanted  for  friendly,  tidy,  small, 
cute,  inexpensive  (275  inc  ht  &  hw)  household  in  Som. 
nr.  Camb.  Flexible,  comfortable  envir.  with  one  other 
lesbian  and  cal.  Great  for  modest  income  artist,  activist, 
student,  or  young  person.  628-0614. _ (39) 

WOBURN 

10  MIN  FROM  BOSTON 

Roommate  wanted  non-smoker,  prefer  someone  in  a 
12-step  program.  Kent  $3(X)  includes  heal  and  utilities. 
Call  932-6318. _ 

LOFT  SPACE 

3  GF  and  cat  seek  4lh  for  artist’s  household.  Your  room 
900  sq.  ft.,  18  ft.  ceilings,  hardworxi  floors,  wood- 
burning  stove.  $357/mo  plus  key  fee.  Share  kitchen  and 
bath.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking.  .M2-0024 _ (40) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

G  cpie  seek'  roommate  for  bdrm  avail.  May  1,  in  5  rm. 
apt,  near  T,  w  .'d,  $375.00  (util  incl.),  call  776-1487  (40) 
I  F  to  share  sunny  2BR  Dorchester  apt  near  T  and 
stores.  Pels  arc  fine,  smoking  isn’t.  $275-325  incl 
utilities.  Call  265-4258.  Available  May.  _ (.39) 

1  F  looking  for  2  or  3  I  Fs  interested  in  renting  a  house  in 
the  Somerville-Lexington-Arlinglon  area.  Looking  to 
move  June  1st.  Let's  get  together  now.  Shemeah 
776-0303.  (39) 


a: 


PARTMENTS 


PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

Two  bedroom,  four  room,  I'/i  baths,  parking,  deck, 
water  views,  washer/dryer.  $7500  May  15  to  Sept  15. 
$29(X)  July  or  Aug.,  $775  per  week.  (508)  356-7452.  (40) 

P-TOWN  CONDO 
I  BR  WEST  END 

Private  beach.  Deck,  parking,  CATV,  washer,  dryer, 
kitchen,  linen.  Completely  furnished.  Reasonable  rales. 
(617)426-8290. _ (39) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
healed  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall. col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1I8G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keepers^ _ (18.24) 

A  place  to  stay  in  historic  Santa  Fe  charming  adobe 
guesthouse  hideaway  equipped  cozy  fireplace.  Week- 
end,  weekly,  monthly  rates.  (505)  982-6815. _ (39) 


E 


UBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  lOth  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  no.w  available,  r 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition  ^ 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $I 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ ^) 

The  hot  head!  Vini  gay  rock  war  starz  attack  $10.00,  1 1 
prints  Mell  V.  Green,  P.O.  Box  422,  Boston,  MA  02199. 
Brochure  $1.25.  Cash,  stamps,  barter. 


RGANIZA  TIP  NS 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  PENPALS 

For  a  listing  of  penpals  across  the  U.S.  and  Interna¬ 
tionally,  send  $5.00  along  with  a  brief  description  of 
your  interests  to:  THE  LAVENDER  PEN,  P.O.  Box 
1234,  New  York,  NY  10276. _ (^ 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington.  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF.  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1-800-42-BAGLY  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  Sl.OONAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018  (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU«5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 

ui-onii. _ 06) 

ALL  AMERICAN  ft  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
’  handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772^ _ 


BREAKTHROUGHI 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800^35-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 


GAYELLOWmGES 

IMFORMINC  THE  CAY  COMMUFIITY  SINCE  19/3  Accom- 
modalions.  AA  groups,  bars.,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counsetors.  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organisations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  sip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  S  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4. 50:  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &S 
Carolina.  Florida  Georgia  Kansas.  Kentucky  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50:  Connecticut.  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia  Maine  Maryland  Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island  Ver 
mom  W  Virginia 

Ranaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  conlidenlial  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  lurlher  inlormation  send 
stamped  sell-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  oulside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
Irom  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


SHORT  TERFVPART  TIME 

Need  a  DcxiMc  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quid 
Cil  M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  tiaiirs  Please  cal 
442-W).1  or  leave  mesage. _ (41) 

MR  FOR  RENT 
MUST  SCE 

[XkvheMct,  Meetinghouse  Hill,  beauufuly  renosaied,  gay- 
owned  triple  decker,  very  sunny,  modem  kitchen  with 
dishwasher.  IR.  DR.  washer/ drya,  tsso  decks,  race 

neighhorhcxid.  walk  to  T.  MvaUiic  5  I.  725-plus.  (jB 

4Vv9H6L_nofcr _ (JOI 

SEASiOf  STUDIO 

IF  owners  seek  an*  IF  to  resa  ht-law  apt .  Ogie  Ann 
>s.eanfronl  k-caoon.  Must  he  independent,  respottsibie.  nor 
sitwwct  Pets  (IK  SpectacuLir  svean  view  —  perfect  for  ar¬ 
tist  wnler  get-away  $5Uk  uhkies  negutiablc.  AsaiL  inroed 
(6n'’T64l4t _ (^) 

[>-»vhester  chamang  ’  (loot.  2  bethewm  apt  as  LF  owrv  ccc 
1  family .  safe  »ea  $650  pknulihues  ^9S6;  lAli 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


JERICHO  Newsletter! 

A  Kansas  prisoner  has  started  a  prisoner 
newsletter  and  would  like  some  outside 
editorial  support  from  someone  interested 
in  prison  reform:  a  few  hours  a  week 
answering  mail,  xeroxing  material,  etc.  If 
you  are  interested,  please  write:  Michael 
Stephens,  45625,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS 
66043.  [The  situation  with  priscins  has  to 
change  in  this  country.  It’s  a  timebomb. 
These  inside-outside  support  efforts  are  a 
very  good  Please  consider  it," 


LOVE  &  RAGE  (AMOR  Y  RABIA)!! 

New  revolutionary  anarchist  news- 
monthly,  FREE  to  prisoners  (but  they’d 
love  to  see  a  few  bucks  to  help  out;  they’re  J 
poor  of  course)  Send  for  your  copy  to: 
Love  &  Rage,  Box  3,  Prince  St.  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10012. 


S  w 

r 


URGENT  ACTION  !!  The  Urgent 
Action  Network  of  Amnesty  Interna- 
_tional  consists  of  people  from  every 
Swalk  of  life  — including  prisoners — 
a  who  agree  to  be  on  call  to  write  letters 
"on  behalf  of  prisoners  in  urgent  situa¬ 
tions.  For  more  info  write:  Urgent  Ac¬ 
tion  Network,  Amnesty  Int.,  Box 
1270,  Nederland  CO  80466 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  The  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old.  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15  '1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
I8ih  St.  NW  .  Washington.  DC  20009 _ 

WOMEN  OF  ROWER;  “A  .Magazine  of  Feminism. 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827.  Cam- 
bndge.  MA  02238.  telcphoiye  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  enieriainmcnt  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  phis  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28 'year  sub  $6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  B.AC  KS.  526  Castro.  San  FrarKtsco.  CA  94114 
t  e  X  ) _ 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  fetiuiusl  wntmg.  Since  1983 
Oit  readers  span  the  U  S  .  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscnpdsiiis  $I5'U.S..  $l8'Canada.  $25  institulioru. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THt  WOMEN  S  REVIEW, 
Wei:i--lev  Women’s  Research  Center,  WeUselev.  MA 

1)2181  (exi 


27  yr  old  GM  actor,  nice  guy,  formerly  from 
Boston,  into  AA,  travel,  theatre  and  the  beach. 
Would  like  to  write  a  friend.  Richard  POPE, 
83S28-012,  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO  65808. 


GCN  friends,  THANK  YOU  for  the  paper,  and 
if  you  ever  get  LONELY,  please  feel  free  to 
drop  me  a  few  lines  and  tell  me  a  little  bit  about 
yourself  and  to  ask  anything  you  would  like  to 
know  about  me.  Stay  sweet,  Charles  THORN¬ 
TON,  047208  (5C-222),  Box  900,  Jefferson  City 
Mo  65102. 


99 


1  received  your  GCN  sample  copy  and  I  do  very 
much  like  it.  1  would  also  like  to  ask  for  a  pen¬ 
pal.  My  interests  are  writing  poems,  drawing, 
wdghtlifting,  basketball  and  music.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  for  gay  women  1  can  share  my  time  with. 
Denise  SANCHEZ,  85G  245  (114  D-21  Honor 
floor).  Box  1000,  Bedford  Hills  NY  10507. 

30  yr  old,  very  attractive  Italian,  great  sense  of 

humor,  athletic,  dominant  in  sex,  looking  for 
an  older  woman  to  share  with.  (Can’t  write 
I  other  prisoners.)  Robin  LUNCEFORD,  160885 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 


Prisoners  writing  other  prisoners: 

OK,  we’ll  try  again,  to  put  together  a  list  of 
state  prisons  which  do  NOT  allow  ‘their’ ' 
prisoners  to  get  mail  from  other  prisoners.  We) 
are  doing  this  so  that  prisoners  don’t  waste 
precious  postage  writing  others  who  can’t  write 
them  back.  This  is  a  way  we  have  of  helping  each 
other  out. 

PLEASE  LET  US  KNOW  IF  YOUR  STATE  IS 
ONE  OF  THESE.  (Also,  be  careful,  some  rules 
may  apply  only  to  prisoners  in  ‘isolation’  etc. 
Check  before  you  send  us  your  info.)  THANKS! 


Gay  man  looking  for  friends,  not  money.  In¬ 
terested  in  swimming,  laying  around  in  the  sun 
and  bowling.  I  am  a  believer  in  NAMBLA  and 
would  like  to  hear  from  others  that  are  also. 
Will  answer  all,  prisoners  or  free  world.  Randy 
MEIBURG,  387931  Wynne  A4-2-24,  Huntsville 
TX  77349. _ 

I’ve  been  tested  positive  for  HIV  and  my  lover 
of  several  years  has  quit  visiting  and  I  would 
like  to  start  a  penpal  club  for  us  gay  prisoners 
who  need  friendship  like  we  need  medicine. 
Dwayne  SINGLETARY,  071505  (405),  1150 
SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 


Jailhouse  Lawyers  Manual  is  on  sale  now  I 

for  $8  (for  prisoners).  This  includes  4th  class  | 
postage  (4-6  weeks).  (First  class  delivery  price  is  | 
$10.50).  Send  check  or  money -order  to:  Colum¬ 
bia  Human  Rights  Law  Review,  Box  54,  435 
West  1 16th  St,  New  York,  NY  10027. _ 


I’m  28,  and  would  enjoy  writing  some  of  the 
.GCN  readers.  I  can  get  mail  from  prisoners  too. 
I  want  to  help  GCN  and  gay  prisoners  when  I 
get  out  (in  1992)  and  help  you  keep  doing  the 
great  job  you’re  doing.  If  no  one  else  says  it, 
then  I’ll  say,  ‘THANKS’!  It  means  a  lot  to  us! 
Steve  SLATON,  52902,  2605  State  St,  Salem 
OR  97310.  


Please  place  my  name  in  your  penpal  listing. 
Any  help  you  give  me  in  reaching  outside  of  this 
madhouse  to  make  some  friends  who  are  willing 
(glad,  even!)  to  write,  would  be  much  ap¬ 
preciated.  Everyone  in  prison  is  not  out  to  run 
scams  etc.  I’m  a  very  political  gay  man  and  have 
about  2  years  to  go.  Thank  you  for  everything. 
Nyati  BOLT,  72821,  CCR-C-Tier  1,  LA  State 
Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Hello  Guys  and  ‘girls’  (TVs  and  TSs)!  Want  to 
get  to  know  a  very  nice  guy  from  Brooklyn?  I’m 
fun  to  play  with,  flnanciaily  secure,  but  in  need 
I  of  friends  and  hoping  (of  course)  to  meet  that 
I  special  someone  too.  All  letters  will  be  answered 
Can  and  will  write  prisoners  too.  Patrick 
MOONEY,  85A  3856,  135  State  St,  Box  618, 
Auburn  NY  13024. 


BM  25  seeks  correspondence  with  drag  Queen 
or  other  gays  for  friendship  or  possible  relation¬ 
ship.  Prefer  Drag  Queen.  Johnny  CURRY, 
111118,  Camp  D  Eagle  4,  LA  State  Prison, 
Angola  LA  70712 


I’m  a  gay  (half  Italian)  male  prisoner,  30, 
like 


cer¬ 
tified  paralegal,  and  would  like  to  correspond 
with  a  serious  minded  (non-game  playing)  per¬ 
son.  Photo  of  you  will  get  one  of  me  in  drag 
Wendell  LEE,  399488,  Box  4500,  Tennessee 
Colony  TX  75861. 


I’m  19,  a  very  rare  person  who  has  made  a 
mistake  and  wuld  like  to  write  some  people  in¬ 
terested  in  fun  exciting  se.xv  letters  and  poetry 
and  art.  Mark  DAVIS,  52894,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. _ 

Lonely  male  prisoner  seeks  correspondence 
with  anyone!  Interests  include;  poetry,  draw¬ 
ing.  reading,  writing,  and  philately.  Have  pic¬ 
tures.  Will  answer  all.  H.  James  WALKER, 
167363,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. _ 

Hello  out  there!  I'm  a  young  G.M,  Itxxking  for 
penpals  and  will  answer  all  letters.  If  you’re 
lonely  too  and  want  someone  to  write  to.  please 
feel  free.  Ti>rimy  Howard  GANDY.  D- 34332 
Rm  F3-14-225U.  480  Alta  Rd.  San  Diego  CA 
92179 


My  dick  is  light  and  filled  with  a  creamy  delight. 

My  balls  are  tight  and  my  rectum  is  just  right. 
Wny  don’t  you  rush  me  a  kite  (letter).  Michael 
.McKinney,  025%-000.  902  Renfroe  Rd 
Talladega  AL  35160.  [Remember;  Federal 
prisoners,  like  Michael,  can’t  receive  mail  from 
other  prisoners,  whether  federal  or  state.  Also 
remember:  the  way  to  tell  a  federal  prisoner 
I  (usually)  is  by  their  number,  which  always  has 
the  following  form:  5  numbers,  followed  by  a 
I  dash,  followed  by  3  more  numbers;  for  exam 
pie,  025%-000.  Make  a  note  of  it  so  you  don’t 
waste  your  postage  writing  federal  prisoners,  if 
you're  a  prisoner. || 


I’m  a  gay  26  yr  old  Black  male  prisoner  looking 
:  for  a  dominant  type  person  that  likes  natural 
things  and  living  life.  I  en^y  all  outdoor  ac¬ 
tivities,  reading  and  music.  Thank  you.  Charles 
RUSSELL,  C-34387.  SHU-C-1 1.  PO  Box  7500, 
Crescent  City  CA  95532. 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet  Listings  must  be  typed.  No  phone  calls, 
please! 

14  Saturday 


Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 


Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7;  1 5pm.  Kathy,  For  info  and  location  266-0628. 


Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 


Boston  □  ACT  U  P/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203. 
7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 


20  Friday  □  The  Ruby 
Slippers  Ball  8pm- 1 2am 


Boston  □  Concert  Dance  Company  of  Boston. 

"Race”,  “The  Vital  Boulevard  of  Love”,  "Bodily  Parts”, 
“Low  Shoulders."  At  Sargent  Dance  Studio.  I  University 
Rd.  Shows  4/19-21:  8pm.  2/22:  3pm.  $12.  For  info 
661-0237. 


27  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 


Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series  presents 
Massage  for  Health  and  Wellness.  At  The  Center.  338 
Newbury  St.  rm  203.  I0am-6pm.  $5.  For  more  info 
267-0900 

Cambridge  □  “Mothers  and  Others:  A  Cabaret 
About  Sexuality,  Motherhood  and  Choice”.  A 

benefit  performance  for  Community  Works  featuring 
Debra  Wise.  At  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $6-SI2.  For  more  info  423-9555. 

1 5  Sunday 

Newton  □  Lesbian?  Pregnant?.  Support  group  for 
pregnant  lesbians  and  their  partners.  For  info  964-4480. 

Lowell  □  GMV:  Gay  in  the  Merrimack  Valley. 

Monthly  potiuck.  At  First  Grace  Church.  225  Stedman  St. 
6-9:30pm.  For  info  (S08)  452-4686. 

16  Monday 

Boston  □  Tax  Day  March.  March  to  protest  taxes, 
political  theatre,  fo^,  music.  Meet  at  State  House. 
10:30am.  For  more  info  451-3389,  731-6139. 

Cambridge  □  Panel  Discussion  on  Referendum  to 
Repeal  Gay  Civil  Rights  Law.  At  J.F.K.  School  of 
Government,  Belfer  Building.  79  John  F.  Kennedy  St. 
7:30-9pm.  For  more  info  776-2915. 

17  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Housing  Heip.  Workshop  on  finding  inex¬ 
pensive  housing.  At  AIDS  Action  Committee.  131  Claren¬ 
don  St.  For  info  437-6200  x328  or  260. 

Medford  □  An  Evening  of  Poetry  with  Kate  Rushin 
and  Cyrus  Casseiis.  At  Tufts  University,  Crane  rm. 
8:ISpm.  For  info  381-3580. 

1 8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  New  Engiand  Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual 
Veterans.  Monthly  membership  meeting.  At  The 
Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  info 
723-8127. 

Boston  □  Reception  Honoring  Warren  Biumenfeld 
and  Diane  Raymond.  Authors  of  “Looking  at  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Life.”  At  Club  Cafe.  209  Columbus  Ave.  5-7pm. 

1 9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.'  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info. 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Group.  A  discussion  group  meets  to 
discuss  gay  legal  issues  for  the  ’90s.  speaker:  Kevin 
Cathart.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  8pm.  For  info 
226-1129. 

Boston  □  Booksigning  by  Martin  Green.  For  new 

book  “The  Mount  Vernon  Street  Warrens:  A  Boston 
Story  1860-1910."  At  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  673  Boylston 
St.  5-6pm.  For  info  267-3010. 


20  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Maiiing.  Come  help  stuff  the  p'per  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Providence  □  Ruby  Slippers  Bail.  To  benefit  Rl  Pro¬ 
ject  AIDS.  Creative  attire  suggested.  At  Roger  Williams 
Casino.  8pm-l2am.  $10,  $12  at  door.  For  info  (401) 
831-5522. 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town.  Monthly  potiuck.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

21  Saturday 

Medford  □  Comedy  with  Sarah  Cytron  at  Tufts 
University,  Pearson  104.  8pm.  For  more  info  629-2818. 

Boston  □  Booksigning  Party  for  Five  Fantasists. 

Ellen  Kushner,  j.F.  Rivkin,  Melissa  Scott,  Delia  Sherman, 
and  Susanna  Sturgis.  At  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  673 
Boylston  St.  3-5pm.  For  info  267-3010. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers.  Organization  for  older  gay 
males,  monthly  meeting,  speaker:  Barney  Frank.  At 
Lindemann  Health  Center.  25  Stanford  St.  2-4pm.  $1. 

22  Sunday 

Marlboro  □  WOBBLES:  West  of  Boston  Lesbians. 

Climbing  trip  to  Mt.  Monadnock.  For  more  info  (508) 
386-7737. 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva:  Boston’s  Community  of  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Jews.  Yom  Ha’shoah  Service.  At  MIT 
Chapel.  Across  from  77  Mass  Ave.  I  pm.  For  info 
782-8894. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Freedom  Trail  Band.  Benefit  con¬ 
cert  proceeds  to  build  wheelchair  ramp  at  First  Church. 
Centre  St.  2pm.  $5  suggested  donation.  For  info 
424-7025. 

23  Monday 

Boston  □  ACTUP  Demonstration.  To  demand 
coverage  for  AIDS  treatments.  At  Prudential  Building. 
Boylston  St.  1 1:30- 1  pm.  For  info  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  □  The  Supreme  Court  and  the  Right  to 
Die:  The  Case  of  Nancy  Cruzan.  Panel  discussion  with 
Marcia  Angell,  Charles  H.  Baron,  and  Susan  Wolf.  At  the 
Hastings  Center.  Zero  Garden  Street.  7:45pm.  For  info 
489-1452. 

24  T uesday 

Boston  □  Advocating  for  Your  Own  Needs. 

Workshop  on  dealing  with  social  service  bureaucracies.  At 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  131  Clarendon  St.  For  info 
437-6200  x328. 

25  Wednesday 


Cambridge  □  Kay  Gardner  in  Concert.  Proceeds  to 
benefit  FCHC.  At  Harvard,  Paine  Hall.  8pm.  $15.  $20. 
For  info  267-0900. 

Medford  □  Barney  Frank  Lecture.  At  Tufts  Universi¬ 
ty,  Cabot  Auditorium.  3pm. 

28  Saturday 

Boston  □  So  Sad,  So  Sorry,  So  What.  Documentary 
chronicling  the  life  of  a  recovering  addict,  an  inmate  and  a 
PWA.  At  Boston  Film/Video  Foundation.  8pm.  $4,  $5. 
For  more  info  536-1540. 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol  free.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7- 1 0pm  $2 
donation.  The  third  Saturday  of  the  month. 

Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Soccer  Team.  Seeks  new  ex¬ 
perienced  players.  For  practice/game  schedule  661-6771. 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Somerville  □  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potiuck.  71 
Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each  month.  For  more  in¬ 
fo  Lisa  628-2532. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Planning  for  "Take  Back  the  Night” 
Rally.  Every  Monday.  At  The  Women's  Center.  For  info 
787-1 1452. 

T  uesday 

Boston  Cl  Lambada  Dance  Class.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  6pm.  For  more  info 
576-1018. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  4/17 
Expressing  Yourself  Non-verbally  4/24  Addiction  to 
12-Step  Programs.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth7.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth 
2 1  and  under.  Meets  I  st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 
4/18  “Taxation  Without  Representation”  4/25  WINGS: 
Women's  International  News  Gathering  Service  with 
news  from  around  the  planet. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbu7  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Amherst  □  UMASS  Program  of  Gay,  Lesbian, 
Bisexual  Concerns.  Films  4/19  Madchen  in  Uniform. 
4/26  La  Ley  del  Deseo.  At  Campus  Center.  7pm.  For  info 
545-4824. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  4I3/527-S3I0. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse 
survivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month. 
Cambridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859 
Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  1st 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Friday 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town. Monthly  potiuck  4/20.  For  ntwre  info  395-4664. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support 
group  for  HIV-positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters. 
Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  free.  For  info 
236-1012. 


Boston  □  The  Names  Project/Boston.  Quilting  Bee, 
supplies  provided.  At  The  Arlington  St.  Church.  6-9pm. 
For  info  451-9003. 


Springfield  □  Gayness/Oppression/Homophobia. 

A  seminar  “Gay  Games  III:  An  Arts  and  Athletic 
Festival”.  At  Springfield  College.  Locklin  Hall,  rm  233. 
7pm.  For  more  info  788-3221. 


Boston  □  Brazilian  Dance  Class.  Tuesdays  and  Boston  □  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  4/20 
Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  For  more  info  Amadeus.  4/27  Untouchables.  5/4  Gaslight.  5/11  Tootsie. 
576-1018.  S/18  E.T.  At  the  Center.  338  Newbu7  St.  8:05pm.  $2 


Innocent 

victims 

Dr.  Veronica  Prego ’s  multi¬ 
million  dollar  lawsuit 
should  have  been  about 
AIDS  in  the  workplace,  but 
New  York's  mainstream 
press  turned  the  trial  into  a 
courtroom  melodrama 


York  City  Health  and  Hospital  Corporation 
as  well  as  two  other  doctors.  The  trial  quick¬ 
ly  degenerates  into  L.A.  Law  antics  as  the 
doctors  begin  calling  one  another  liars,  the 
defense  attacks  the  ethical  and  emotional 
credibility  of  the  doctor  with  AIDS,  and 
everybody  breaks  down  in  tears.  But  the 
slow  dramatic  buildup  is  deprived  of  a  satis¬ 
fying  climax  when,  after  more  than  three 
months  of  intensive  testifying  and  cross  ex¬ 
amination,  the  case  is  suddenly  settled  out 
of  court  for  $1.35  million. 

When  the  negligence  suit  brought  by  Dr. 
Veronica  Prego  was  finally  settled  on  March 
9,  the  New  York  media  seemed  relieved.  Not 
because  coverage  of  the  case  was  an  emo¬ 
tional  or  economic  drain  upon  them;  the 
three  main  dailies  and  all  of  the  broadcast 
media  had  devoted  detailed  space,  every 
day,  to  the  developments  of  the  case.  But 
because  at  some  point,  everyone  seemed  to 
lose  track  of  purpose,  of  what  the  case  was 


Veronica  Prego 

By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  In  the  begining,  it  looked 
like  a  miniseries.  A  young  doctor  with  her 
whole  life  ahead  of  her  is  accidentally  stuck 
with  an  HIV  infected  needle  and,  several 
years  later,  is  diagnosed  with  AIDS.  Claim¬ 
ing  that  the  needle  stick  was  a  result  of 
hospital  negligence,  and  that  her  confiden¬ 
tiality  was  violated  when  another  physician 
leaked  the  news  of  her  health  status,  she 
brings  a  $175  million  suit  against  the  New 


really  about.  Readers  were  interested,  but 
there  was  no  long  any  clear  angle,  or  sales 
pitch,  to  the  story. 

At  its  root  the  Prego  case  was  concerned 
with  issues  about  safety  in  the  work  place.  In 
January  of  1983,  Veronica  Prego,  a  third- 
year  medical  student  at  Kings  County 
Hospital  in  Brooklyn,  claims  that  she  was 
stuck  by  a  needle  that  was  hidden  in  a  pile  of 
papers  and  gauze  carelessly  discarded  on  a 
hospital  bed  by  her  supervisor  Dr.  Joyce 
Fogel.  Fogel  denies  the  charge  and  claims 
that  it  was  Prego  who  had  drawn  the  blood 
and  accidentally  stuck  herself  with  the 
needle.  And  although  Prego’s  handwriting 
was  on  the  lab  slip  —  a  point  Fogel  used  to 
back  up  her  story  —  other  physicians 
testified  that  it  was  not  uncommon  for  Fogel 
to  have  her  assistants  fill  out  the  slips. 

Prego  was  diagnosed  with  PCP  in 
November  of  1987.  In  a  separate  suit  Prego 
also  charged  Dr.  Sheldon  H.  Landesman 
with  failing  to  protect  her  anonymity  in  a 
research  study  he  was  conducting  on  the  risk 
of  HIV  infection  for  health  care  workers. 

When  the  trial  first  began,  word  in  the 
media  was  that  it  was  going  to  break  legal 


ground  for  establishing  a  hospital’s  respon¬ 
sibility  for  health  care  workers’  risk  of  con¬ 
tracting  HIV  infections.  Although  much 
media  attention  has  been  focused  on  health 
care  workers’  concerns  —  despite  the  fact 
that  only  a  very  small  number  of  those  who 
have  experienced  needle-sticks  have  ever 
tested  positively  for  HIV  and  that  almost  no 
one  else  in  the  field  has  ever  contracted  the 
virus  in  a  work-related  situation  —  the  Prego 
negligence  suit  would  have  been  the  first  to 
come  to  trial.  Given  the  amount  of  publicity 
the  case  was  receiving,  as  well  as  the  amount 
of  recompense  being  sought,  the  trial  was 
watched  very  seriously  by  hospital  admini¬ 
strators,  city  comptrollers,  and  supervisory 
medical  staff,  as  well  as  insurance  com¬ 
panies. 

But  as  the  trial  progressed,  and  Prego  and 
Fogel  accused  one  another  of  lies  and 
duplicity,  the  safety  in  the  work  place  issue 
became  lost  in  courtroom  melodrama.  Not 
only  did  the  Post  and  the  Daily  News  run 
frequent  front  page  stories,  but  the  more 
staid  New  York  Times  weighed  in  almost 
every  day  with  the  new  developments.  And 
while  the  Post  and  the  News  certainly  played 
up  the  sensational  soap  opera  aspects  with 
headlines  like  “AIDS  DOC  CALLED 
LIAR’’,  the  Times  iutA  more  for  the  tone  of 
a  minor  Greek  tragedy.  But  even  the  Times 
was  reduced  to  leads  like  “Wearing  a  red 
silk  dress  which  only  heightened  her  palor. 
Dr  Prego  said...’’  All  of  the  papers  played 
up  the  human  interest  angle  to  the  point  of 
losing  the  real  content  of  the  trial:  the 
responsibility  of  hospitals  towards  their 
employees,  and  by  extension,  the  ascertain¬ 
ing  of  risks  that  health  care  workers  might 
meet  in  their  work.  Ultimately,  because  an 
out-of-court  settlement  was  reached  and 
Prego  dropped  both  suits,  no  legal  prece¬ 
dent  was  ever  obtained  and  whatever  lasting 
impact  the  trial  may  have  had  on  both  policy 
or  human  lives  was  lost. 

The  “victim  mentality” 

The  impact  of  the  Prego  trial  is  not  found 
in  legal  precedent  but  rather  in  how  the 
media  would  not,  and  on  some  level  could 
not,  deal  with  the  larger  issues  involved. 
Since  AIDS  broke  into  the  news  nearly  a 
decade  ago,  it  has  become  clear  that  the 
media  is  most  comfortable  in  dealing  with  a 
“victim  mentality.’’  There  are  the  “inno¬ 


cent  victims,”  like  white,  middle-class 
hemophiliacs,  and  the  more  culpable  “vic¬ 
tims,”  like  gay  men  who  have  too  much  sex 
or  anyone  who  shoots  IV  drugs.  Early  on  in¬ 
fants  were  the  most  innocent,  until  it 
became  apparent  that  most  of  them  were 
Black  or  Hispanic  and  too  closely  allied  to 
their  mothers  who  were,  for  the  most  part, 
not  “innocent  victims.”  The  late  Ryan 
White  was,  of  course,  a  wonderful  “inno¬ 
cent  victim”  because  he  was  young,  white, 
13,  and  photogenic  to  boot:  a  perfect  People 
Magazine  coverboy  to  feel  sorry  for.  Nam¬ 
ing  and  displaying  the  “victim”  —  of 
whatever  sort  —  is  the  way  in  which  the 
media  spoke  about  AIDS. 

By  all  accounts.  Dr.  Veronica  Prego 
should  have  made  the  ideal  “innocent  vic¬ 
tim.”  She  was  a  professional  woman  with 
no  outstanding  slurs  against  her  good  name. 
And  even  though  she  wasn’t,  in  media 
terms,  “a  white  middle-class  American”  — 
she  was  born  in  Argentina  —  she  was  clearly 
much  less  culpable  than  your  average  junkie 
or  queer.  But  reading  through  all  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  trial,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
the  popular  press  was  somewhat  uncomfor¬ 
table  in  presenting  Prego  as  a  completely 
“innocent  victim.”  This  had  less  to  do  with 
her  ethnicity  than  with  her  gender,  her  pro¬ 
fessional  standing,  and  what  was  perceived 
as  her  greed  in  asking  for  such  a  large  settle¬ 
ment.  Where  the  press  was  more  than  happy 
to  see  Rock  Hudson’s  diagnosis  as  a  fitting 
tragedy  of  Hollywood  proportions  and  the 
death  of  Roy  Cohn  as  the  fitting  end  for  a 
disliked  scumbag,  it  was  unclear  to  them 
where  Dr.  Prego  fell  on  the  victim  scale. 

It  is  interesting  to  look  at  the  visual 
representations  of  “AIDS  victims”  in  the 
popular  press.  No  one  had  any  trouble 
printing  the  photos  of  Rock  Hudson  look¬ 
ing  drawn  and  ravaged:  an  ironic,  and  ap¬ 
propriate  reversal  of  his  good  looks.  On  the 
other  hand,  you  never  see  a  bad  picture  of 
Ryan  White:  he  was  always  the  “innocent 
victim”  who  was  fighting  the  good  fight 
against  an  undeserved  disease.  Veronica 
Prego  fell  somewhere  between  the  two:  she 
was  photographed  as  frail,  but  brave, 
physically  weak,  but  emotionally  strong. 

Almost  all  of  the  media  accounts  portray 
Prego  as  an  unfortunate  victim  of  circum¬ 
stances  —  “a  terrible  tragedy,  an  accident” 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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